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Editorial 


A™ the super cyclone of 1999 and the drought of 2000-01, Orissa has been visited by 
yet another natural calamity : devastating floods have posed a serious threat to life and 
Property in July this year. Incessant and heavy downpour during the first week of July has 
not only disrupted normal life in several parts of the State, it has also caused floods in most 
Of the rivers, Flash floods in the rivers, Hati, Udanti, Sundar and Jonk have caused severe 
damages to property in Kalahandi and Nuapada districts. Baitarani, Brahmani, Mahanadi, 
Kathjodi, Birupa, Devi, Daya, Bhargabi, Bansadhara and other rivers have swollen up, causing 
Serious concern among people living in the coastal belt. 

3 It is a matter of great relief that the Government is fully prepared to deal with the | 
Situation. Relief materials and medicines have been rushed to the affected areas, and 
Vulnerable points in river embankments have been kept under a close watch. Hon'ble Chief 
Minister and:Hon'ble Revenue Minister have ™ 
The situation is being monitored regularly. The 


wipe we would overcome the crisis soon with the help an 
s such as floods, cyclones and droughts, and the proper 


ources can help in poverty alleviation and ultimately 
State. Government of Orissa stands committed to the 


r. Several steps have been taken in this direction : 


e partici 
hak Bazars have been set up to ensure a better 


ade an aerial survey of the flood situation. 
Army and the Navy have been alerted. We 
d co-operation of all concerned. 


Overcoming natural calamitie 
> effective utilisation of water Te 
bring Prosperity to the people of the 
Mitigation of the sufferings of the Po 
Pa Panchayats have been set up to enlist th 


Of canal : oe water; Krus 
s and in the distribution © water; 
Price for the agricultural produce, thus benefiting the farmers and reducing the role of 


Middlemen’ Th tissue of Orissa Review carries articles on Pani Panchayats in Orissa, 
. The curren TO Agreement on Agriculture. The text of the 


the State! ae nee 
ee ac i be ered n Fiscal and Governance 
forms, P.] i et “Tiger, ring Bright and Towards Gender Justice," 
ave eee i‘ ; . = enela h Cult and on the culture of Orissa have also 4 

Publish a x weit teresting and useful. 
ed. Hope, readers will 


pation of farmers in the maintenance | 


HON'BLE CHIEF MINISTER HOLDS A DISCUSSION WITH 
HON'BLE PRIME MINISTER 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Shri Atal Bihari V 
number of issues ¢ 


: : ' ; inister, 
Shri Naveen Patnaik met Hon'ble Prime Minist : 
: 2 , ‘ety Thi 
aypayee on July 6, 200] and had a discussion with him o1 
oncerning Grissa. 

Shri Patnaik explained the serious fis 
due to the huge debt burden 


cal crisis the State is passing through 
rime Minister's attention to the 
& Orissa a Special Category State 

the proposal in view of Orissa's poverty, 
debt burden and backwardness, The Prime Minister assured Shri Patnaik that a 
considered decision would be taken a 


amined b 
fter the Matter is thoroughly examined by 
the relevant Departments of Government of India. 


Shri Patnaik also Pointed out that Orissa is fast emerging as a major IT 
centre but there is no educationa 


i in the 
highest quality for IT in th 
State, which puts the Students at 


< _ j in 
© brought to the Prime Minister's notice the long pending 


Proposal for declaration of Khurda-Bolangir Toad as a National Highway. 
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Workshop on Fiscal and Governance 


Reforms 


Inaugural address by Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon’ble Chief Minister of 
Orissa, delivered on 29.6.2001 in the State level workshop held at Hotel 
Crown, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar. 


| Pe happy to be in your midst today. At the outset, let me thank the distinguished participants who 
have agreed to spend two days for the workshop on Fiscal and Governance Reform Programme in 
, 


Orissa. | am told that the Background Note and the White Paper on Orissa State Finances presented 
have already been circulated. In these papers a 


in the Orissa Legislative Assembly on 29.3.2001, 
has been given bringing out the need 


graphic picture of the deteriorating fiscal situation of the State 
for structural adjustments and reforms. 


{| 

| 

| 2. Due to various structural deficiencie 
arrange the required resources to take up developmenta 

the gap in the per capita income of the Country and that 0 

_ nN 1997-98 at 1980-81 prices. 

3 Unless substantial Central support is given, it would just not be possible for us to make a 

| dent on the social and infrastructure development of the State. There is no alternative to restructuring 
the existing debt stock except by way of writing it off as a medium term measure. The present 

| financial position is so precarious that Orissa has to borrow Rs.424.00 cr. to get funds for development 

_ Project of Rs.100.00 cr. The situation has been rendered more precarious because of the undue- 

- €stimation of our resource requirements in the Eleventh Finance Commission and the non-revision 


s in the State economy, Orissa has not been able to 
| activities on a scale large enough to reduce 
f the State, which was as high as Rs.1126.00 


| of royalty on coal. 

4. Orissa finds it very difficult to provide matching grants of whatever percentage for many 
Centrally sponsored schemes and it loses quite an amount of central assistance for that reason. Asa 
| long term measure, it is necessary that Orissa should be declared a Special Category State so that a 
liberal dispensation of central grants can be made available. This can contain the abnormal rise in 

_ the debt stock. In terms of the number of people living below the poverty line and the proneness of 
the State to natural calamities, such a consideration is justified. 

5, In an economy characterized by structural deficiencies and market imperfections, the 

Government has to catalyse the process of development and should, therefore, attempt to overcome 

the structural bottlenecks. With the liberalization of the economy and stiff competition among the 

States to attract private investment, it is the poorer States which suffer the most and bear the brunt of 

Structural adjustments. This is where the under-developed State will need assistance in abundant 

Measure to develop their social and economic infrastructure so as to enable them to have a level 

Playing field. Orissa has shown the example through power sector reforms but as yet it has received 


NO rewards for the pioneering steps taken. 

6. The 11" Finance Commission has recommended general debt relief linked to fiscal 

Performance. Another important recommendation of the EFC is that release of 15% of the 

"Ccommended revenue deficit grant and an equivalent amount of incentive fund to the State 
©vernment.is dependent on the improvement in fiscal performance of the State Government 

Measured in terms of revenue deficit as percentage of revenue receipt. Hence, fiscal reforms at the 


a ‘ 
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Staté level has become an urgent component of overall economic reforms. Restructuring of Orissa’s 
Public Finances requires the collective action of all the layers of Government, namely Central, 


State, and Local. In addition, critical intervention by the World Bank through a one-time injection 
of funds would be needed as in case of U.P. 


Ts The State Government alone cannot bring about a change in the existing fiscal situation and 
the inadequate delivery system. There has to be, therefore, a definite commitment of all the political 
parties and agents of the civil society to carry through programme. Drastic reduction in non-productive 
expenditure, restricting borrowed resources only for investment in development of infrastructure, 
stopping leakages in tax and non-tax revenue, tapping the untapped and under-tapped resources, 
large scale decentralization of different power structures and withdrawal of Government from the 
grass root level functioning, changes in the system of collection of revenue, planning at the grass 
root level taking into account people’s needs involving the people at different levels of decision 


making and ensuring transparency of administration, etc. are some of the programmes which need 
to be adopted. * 


ms and expenditure cuts, The fiscal reforms will be of value 


n be shown to lead to more effective and corruption free 


governance, faster growth and quicker Poverty reduction. 


9. I 


: in, at the same time i ive delivery ° 
services. ensuring effectiv: 


10. The steps already taken have been outlined ™ 
ot elaborate on th 


Li. Wearea State with rich endowments. We need to harness our resources properly so a8 to ie 
able to catch up with the advanced States, Investments are needed both fi he private and publie 
sectors. What is needed is an effective i petal sais i 


Wi generation and em e scarce 
if 1s necessary to have our priorities right. ployment. When resources ar 

With these words, I leave you with i . 
; files your serious deli i asure | 
inaugurating this workshop. berations. uid Mase ~ 
Thank vou. 
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Car Festival at Puri 2001 


C Festival was celebrated in the temple 
town of Puri on June 23, 2001 with gaiety 
and religious fervour. An estimated crowd of 6- 
7 lakh had their moments of ecstasy in this 
colourful festival. The sky remained overcast; 
but it seemed that the god of rains obeyed the 
‘Command of the‘Lord of the Universe and did 
Not burst. The weather however remained 
humid. The nitis were performed ususal, and 
before the schedule. Pilgrims, visitors, security 
Personnel, other officials and volunteers, will 
treasure this experience as a precious one. 


The ceremonial pahandi procession of 
the Lords was watched by millions of devotees. 
The thythmic:swaying of the Lords to the sounds 
of gongs, cymbals and conch shells was indeed 
4 grand spectacle, -Jagadguru Shankaracharya 
r ibed the chariots and offered pujas to the 

Ords, 


_ The royal procession of the Gajapati 
King of Purito perform chhera panhra was 
another attraction of the festival. Gajapati 

ibyasingha Dev swept the decks around the 

Cities on the chariot with a broom; and aromatic 
Water was sprinkled after the sweeping. 

creafter, the servitors fixéd the wooden horses 
the chariots and placed sarathis on the 
Chariots. 


i 


me Abhaya C. Mohapatra, Addl.Director cum J.S., 1.& P.R. 
ptt. inaugurating the exhibition at Puri on June 23. 2001. 


Pulling of the chariots started. Millions 
of devotees first pulled Taladhwaja, the chariot 
of Lord Balabhadra. Then they pulled 
Darpadalana of Goddess Subhadra, and finally, 
Nandighosh of Lord Jagannath. 


At the end of the day, the chariot of Lord 
Balabhadra was close to the Gundicha Temple 
and the chariots of Goddess Subhadra and Lord 
Jagannath anchored at places near Balagandi. 
The pulling of these two chariots once again 
started the next. morning and the two chariots 
reached the Gundicha Temple at about 11 A.M. 


The Car Festival was witnessed, among 
others, by His Excellency the Governor, Shri 
M.M. Rajendran, Her Excellency the Lady 
Governor, Smt Susheela Rajendran, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon’ble 
Union Ministers, Shri Arjun Charan Sethi, Shri 
Brajakishore Tripathy, Hon’ble Ministers, Shri 
Biswabhusan Harichandan, Shri Nalinikanta 
Mohanty, Shri Bed Prakash Agarwalla and Shri 
Ranendra Pratap. Swain. Many. high-level 
officers of the State Government including 
Principal Secretary, Home, Shri Tarun Kanti 
Mishra and Commissioner-cum-Secretary, 
Tourism, Culture, Information & Public 
Relations, Shri R.Balakrishnan were present. 


Doordarshan and All India Radio made 
arrangements for the live telecast and broadcast 
of the events of the day. 


( BaHUDAYaTRA 


: Bahuda Yatra of Lord Balabhadra, Goddess Subhadra 
| and Lord Jagannath was celebrated in Puri on July 1 | 
2001. After a nine-day sojourn, the presiding deities | 
| of Orissa returned from Gundicha Mandira in their 
| respective chariots to Sri Maniira. The deities were | 
| brought to the chariots by temple servitors in | 
| traditional pahandi. All the three chariots reached the | 
\ ben s Gate before sunset. ; 


ae ee 
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Car Festival at Different Places in Orissa 


a Car Festival in Puri attracts people from 

all over the world; pilgrims and visitors 
throng the holy town by trains and buses, cars 
and two-wheelers, and a few even come by foot. 
They watch the pahandi, chhera panhara and 
consider themselves fortunate to pull the chariots 
of the deities. 


Car Festival is also celebrated all over 
the country.. There are Jagannath temples in 
Delhi, Chennai and several other places. In most 
of these places the festival is observed. But the 
Car Festival bears a special significance for the 
people of Orissa. As there are Jagannath temples 
in almost all parts of the State, the festival is 
held in all those parts. There are minor variations 
in the rituals, but in most cases, the nitis of the 
Puri temple are followed. In Baripada, the 
pulling of the chariots takes place one day after 
the pulling in Puri, presumably to enable the 
devotees, who have visited Puri, to come back 
and take part in the festival in Baripada. The 


chariot of Goddess Subhadra is pulled by 
women. ; 


Baripada_. 

The Car Festival is celebrated with 

gaiety and religious fervour in the twin cities of 
Cuttack and Bhubaneswar, This year, on 23rd 


a 


Manas Ranjan Nayak 


June 2001, a large number of devotees thronged 
the different Jagannath temples of the capital 
city of Bhubaneswar to participate in the festival. 
The observance of the festival in _— 
is about a quarter century old. The Jagannath 
temple in Unit-VII was built in 1972 and the 
Car Festival started there in 1975. Later, the 
festival was observed at other places in the city- 


Bhubaneswar 
The festival was also 


held @ 

a, 
Chandrasekharpur, Khandagiri, ape 
Vani Vihar, Laxmisagar, Ghatikia, 1S 
temple and at other places. 


rival 
In the silver city of Cuttack, the fes 


was celebrated at least at two Berd 
Dolamundai and Chandnichowk. The #5 eat 
at Chandnichowk, which started this 5es8 
attracted a large crowd. The chariot of “tual 
Subhadra was pulled by women only. The suryé 
of mangal arati, rosha homa, nt befor? 
Puja, pahandi, etc. were held as usva 
the pulling of the chariots. in 
ated | 
paras 
a vat d 


The festival is also nel 
Dhenkanal, Talcher, Angul, Pa 
Rourkela, Nayagarh, Khallikote, KoraP 


gd 
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Several other places. Car Festival was observed 
in the Sabar Srikshetra of Koraput, where, as 
usual, a Sabar performed the chhera panhara. 
It was reported that about 30,000 people 
gathered there this year to participate in the 
celebrations. 


abar Srikshetra 
The celebration of Car F estival at places 


like Jatni, Nayagarh, Parlakhemundi and 
Olangirhas been reported. At some places the 
sky remained overcast but it did not burst, thus 
Snabling the crowd to pull the chariots. Ata few 
Places the rain played spoilsport, thus delaying 
the pulling of chariots. At Nayagarh, Shn 
Tajendra Singh Mandhata, and at 
Parlakhemundi, Shri Gopinath Gajapathi, the 
Scions of the respectives princely states, 
Performed chhera panhara. At Hindol, Shri 
hailendra Narayan Singhdeo of the royal 
amily performed the ritual. At Ranpur, the 2c 
Was performed by Shri Dillip Chandra 
Singhdeo, at Bolgarh by Shri Murali Das, the 
ahanta of Brajeswar Mohan Math, at Konark 
by Shri Bula Das, the head of the local math. 


The festival was celebrated with zeal and 

i Teligious fervour at different places ‘in Ganjam 
district. In spite: of continuous drizzling the 
Nituals were conducted at Khaspa street, 
Gosainnuagaon, Courtpeta, Utkal Ashram Road, 


The Suna Vesha of Lord Balabhadra, 
mple town 0 


than 7 lakh visitors in the te 

out in exquisite gold jewellery brought 
control the traffic. District Magistrate, 
supervised the arrangements. 


SUNA VESHA 


Goddess Subhadra and Lord Jagannath was witnessed by more 
f Puri in the evening of July 2, 2001. The deities were decked 
from the temple treasury. Arrangements had been made to 
Shri Digambar Mohanty and S.P. Shri Debashis Panigrahi 


Ankuli and Bijipur. At Khaspa street, the chhera 
panhara was performed by Mahuri king, Ashok 
Kumar Narendra Deb. Panchanan Choudhury 
and Shankar Narayan Subudhi did the job at 
Gosainnuagaon and Courtpeta respectively. In 
Rourkela, Car Festival was celebrated at Sector- 
3, where the temple is located. The chariots were 
pulled to the Gundicha temple at Ambagana. 


At some places, Muslims joined their 
Hindu neighbours in participating in the Car 
Festival. The famous poet Salabega, the devotee 
for whose arrival the Nandighosh of Lord 
Jagannath had waited at Balagandi, was a 
Muslim by birth. At Remada in Jharsuguda 
district the festival started about a hundred years 
bagk by Mahammad Wasar, the gountia of the 
place. These days Mohammad Zamiullah 
performs chhera panhara. About 100 Muslim 
families residing in this remote part of Orissa 
have never considered Car Festival alien to their 
culture. 


At Deulasahi in Kendrapara, about 500 
Muslims participated in this year’s Car Festival. 
The Muslims of Mahalla locality here consider 
this festival a part of their socio-cultural life. 


Car Festival has no longer been confined 
to Orissa. There are Jagannath temples in Delhi 
Chennai, Gangtok and several other places, aid 
at some of these places the festival is celebrated 
The festival has been popularised by 
International Sri Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) Movement in Kolkata, as well as in 
the UK and the USA. 


Manas Ranjan Nayak lives at Qr No.2A 2 i 
Bhubaneswar 751012. 315, USM, 


| 


The Origin and Evolution of Jagannath Cult 


he splendid origin and efflorescence of 

Jagannath Cult in Orissa has a hoary 
beginning as is evident from the vast mass of 
archaeological materials and literary accounts. 
The Indradyumna episode suggests its origin in 
tribal milicu in an unknown bule hill perhaps 
located somewhere in the Vindhya range. 
Narasimha was the primordial deity at the 
beginning: predominence of Jagannath triad 
seems to be a later manifestation. The study of 
the Jagannath iconography, iconology and 
navakalevara ceremony suggests that gradually 
a process of synthesis of various cults and cult 
icons developed at various centres of Orissa. 
finally culminating in the worship of all 
pervasive Jagannath, the Lord of the universe. 


The concept of Purusottama Jagannath 
has greatly influenced the socio-religious life 
of Orissa since the construction of Puri temple 
in the 12th century A.D. This epoch witnessed 
the decline of Somovansis of Utkala and rise of 
imperial Gangas of Kalinga with an agerandised 
empire consisting of Utkala, Kalinga, Dakshina 
Kosala and Odra. For religious merit and 
vindication of his victory, the Puri temple of 
Jagannath was built by Chodagangadeva 


The construction of Puri Jagannath 
temple has great bearing on the origin and 
evolution of Vaisnavism and Jagannath Culture. 
Vaisnavism was known to have begun in about 
the 5th century A.D. combining in its fold 
Bhagavata Krishna, Narayana and Visnu, 
Laxminarayan, etc. To place the religious order 
in proper perspective it is necessary to study 
other religious movements in its spatial 
distribution and chronological horizon. 


From pre-Christian days to the 7th 
century A.D. Jainism had greats-way in Orissa. 


8 


C.B. Patel 


Buddhism flourished from the days of Asoka 
up to 10th century A.D. Saivism prospered from 
4th Sth century A.D. till Fith/12th century A.D. 
This religion embraced in its fold Saktism which 
gained ascendancy between 8th to 11th century 
A.D. We do not find any trace of Vaisnavism in 
Orissa prior to the Gupta regime. This religious 
movement reached Orissa from south and north- 
west. The Matharas patronised this creed 
inKalinga in Sth-6th century A.D. The 
Sailodbhavas patronised this cult in 7th/8th 
century A.D. But althrough Saivism was the 
principal religion and the Pasupatas usurped 
Vaisnavism to its fold and syneretic cult like 
Hari-Hara emerged releg 


ating Visnu to a 
secondary position, | lowever, the Vaisnava cult 
flourished in disminis 


hing fervour in Prachi 

valley area of Puri in about 8th century A.D. 
After Gupta rule Vaisnavism gained great 
ascendancy in Sirpur area of Madhyapradesh 
and Western part of Orissa. The Nalas patronised 
this religion in Koraput-Kalahandi region. 
Skandavarman Was known to have built the Ist 
recorded Vaisnayva shrine in his capital Puskari 
(Podagada) in Koraput district as known Som 
his Podagada inscription, In the north-west the 
Reap championed its cause in Dakshin 
patronised the oni (later on Somayans!) 
famous brick oo Queen Vasata built the 
Jharial and dedicat - of Sirpur and Ranipur 
recording the hear 'o Visnu. The inscription 
Sirpur salut ing of Lakshman temple of 
Oa ules Purusottam with an additional 
vocation of Nrusingha. These Purusottama and 
leper aspects bear the kernel of the later 
pivotal position tn Eo Nrusingha occupies @ 
ceremony. Eve in the present Navakalevara 
and Subhadse 7 —_ Jagannath, Balabhadra 
oes ate not available for darsdil: 
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Nrusingha takes their place and blesses the 
devotees, All temple rituals are carried on in 
front of the Nrusingha image installed in the 
ae erohan of Puri temple. Thus the worship of 

urusottama, Nrusingha at Puri apprears to bea 
religious trait of upper Mahanadi valley having 
some sort of tribal characterstic, in the shape of 
stone and wooden worship of the deities in 
tudimentary autochthonous diction embracing 
at mes a wooden post as the Sakti. 


_ The 8th-9th century A.D. was the 
glorious epoch of Tantricism and Saktism. 
Vaisnavism receivew the impress of both the 
religious systems through the Nrusingha cult 
that found inscriptional expression in Sirpur 
grant. 


The Tantric Vajrayan Buddhism had 
Also proliferated in western Orissa at that 
Juneture. Many siddhas like Indrabhuti of 
Sambala (Sambalpur) and Laxmikara, his sister 
flourished in this part in 8th century A.D. It ts 
teresting to note that, the name “Jagannath 
finds mention for the Ist time in written record 
f Grana siddhi composed by Indrabhuti. The 
'Wocatory verse of Granasiddhi begins with an 
'NVocation to Jagannath as follows: 


Pranipatva Jagannatham, 
Sarvajina Vararchitam. 
Sarva Buddha maya siddhi, 


ua) apinamagagonopanan- 

ad Here Indrabhati appears te ae 
dressed Jagannath as the primordial deity af 
antric Buddhism and Buddhist siddhas. Late! 

°n, in the 12th/13th century this Jagannath term 
came synonymous for the Vaisnava Triad of 
agannath cult, From this it appcar® that 
Agannath cult was in vogue 1 some 

"dimentary from in western Orissa from ihe 
‘h century A.D. ‘The remains of several Visnu 

'emples with lintel containing Anantasal visi 

on references in the royal charters, amp'y 

“tify the contention. 

Wore sot the oth century A. 
Orship of Siva and Visnu 88 
ilamadhay Visnu and Siddhesvar ) 
own to have been worshippe 


D.simultancous 
ined ground. 
iva were 


din one platform 


at Gandharadi in Boudh. Land grants were also 
shared by Saivas and Vaisnavas. The idea of 
construction of twin temples is not new in 
Orissa. In Bhubaneswar we find twin temples 
of Siva and Sakti in the Sisiresvara and Baital 
deul premises. The execution of Harihara image 
in Saiva temples are token of joint worship. This 
cult became popular at centres like Hari-shankar 
in Bolangir district. The imperial Gangas also 
built such twin temples of Nilamadhava and 
Siddheswar at Kantilo. This concept later on 
witnessed its efflorescence in the Jagannath 
trinity with the inclusion of a sakta deity 
Subhadra. ° 


Upto the 10th century A.D. there was 
neither any archacological nor literary tradition 
about the existence of Jagannath culture or 
temple in Puri. Mahabharata in its Vanaparva 
speaks of Svayambhu Lokesvar of Puri. We 
have already observed the connection of 
Purusottama with Nrusingha and Juxta- 
kposition of Visnu and Siva and use of the word, 
Jagannath by the Vajrajana Siddha Indrabhuti. 
These traits were in vogue in upper Mahanadi 
valley i.e. Kosala region. In 9th/10th century 
A.D. The Somavansi were ruling over there 
Slowly they marched on and occupied the 
Utkala portion and ruled for about 160 years 
from 950 A.D. They were mostly Saivires 
However, Vaisnavism gained momentum with 
Prachi Valley located at the boundary of Puri 
and Cuttack district as the epicentre of 
Nilamadhava cult. In mid 1 1th century A.D. We 
find several inscriptional and literary evidence 
to Puri-Purusottam, Sridham and Srikhetra 
Jajati-I who united Utkala, Kalinga, Kosala mil 
Kangod was also known to have built a Vaisnay; 
temple in Puri in 11th century A.D. Accordit : 
to tradition this early temple contains a Sint 
statue of Nilamadhava. It miraculously vanis| “A 
and was substituted by the wooden images Tate y 
on. Slowly in Somavansi rule, ascendane at 
Visnu increased and Yayati II was describ - . 
the representative of Madhusudan in the ch eine 
of his son Uddyotakesari dated 1043 4 eel 


With the conques i 
st of Oriss: 
Chodagangadeva in I Ith / 12th Site Be 
new cra began in her political and Meee 
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history. He was a worshipper of Siva and Visnu, 
Parama Mahesvara and Parama Vaisnava. The 
emergence ‘of Ramanuja (1056-1137) in the 
religious firmament of India precipitate the 
Vaisnava movement which had its echo and 
proliferation in Orissa as well. The eclectic 
tendency of Chodagangadeva further 
accelerated the process. At the Madhukesvara 
temple of Mukhalingam the capital of Gangas, 
| he installed a Visnu image and made provision 
for its prayer. He was addressed in royal decrees 
as ‘Jagatanatha’ which later on became title of 
Jagannath at Puri, when their capital shifted to 
Chodangagada near Chaudwar in Orissa. 


The Nrusingha character of Visnu 
slowly became identical to Siva-Bhairava and 
Purusottama character became famous for its 
erotic and sublime aspects. Purusottama as a 
God cannot be conceived in solitude without its 
Sakti as known from various temple literature. 
|| At that point of time the wave of Ramanuja has 
engulfed Orissa. He was opposed to eroticism. 
The Pancharatra philosophy popular in the state 
highlighted Visnu as Krisna in association with 
his sister Ekamansa and brother Balaram. 
Ekamansa was conceived as a form of Durga 
and Balaram as Siva-Bhairava being a character 
of Visnu as Ugra-Narasimha. One female deity 
cannot be taken as Sakti of two male deities. So 


Sakti emerged as Subhadra being the sister of 
both the deities. These three deities majestically 
combined in them the popular and traditional 
characteristics of Saivism, Saktism and 
Vaisnavism and emerged as the Lord of the 
Universe as a unique and exuberant Trinity. 


Chodagangadeva heightened Jagannath 
Trinity and cult to imperial hierachy; his son, 
Anangabhima dedicated the whole empire to the 
deities and ruled as their deputy in about 1230 
A.D. Often he is depicted as their son. He 
combined three important religious centres of 
Orissa, viz. Puri, Bhubaneswar and Jajpur which 
were the cradles of Visnu, Siva and Durga 
respectively. And in the Patalesvara inscription 
of the Jagannath temple premises of Puri the 
three deities found expression as Halin 
(Balabhadra), Chakrin (Purusottama) and 
Subhadri in the year 1278 which marked the 
culmination of the ramification and exuberance 
of Jagannath Triad and Jagannath cult that 
epitomises happy assimilation of all cults, 


traditions and interpretations not only in Orissa 
but also in the whole of India. 


C.B. Patel is the Superintendent, Orissa St 


ate Museum, 
Kalpana Area, Bhubaneswar 7510 14. 
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Under the reconstruction and reha 
programme, 13,820 Indira Awas hou 
built in the cyclone-affected districts 
May 2001. The beneficiaries include 
belonging to Scheduled Castes and 1,28 
Tribes. Out of the 14 cyclone-affect: 
Jagatsinghpur alone 3,144 houses hay 


bilitation 
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Sto Scheduled 
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Observation of Niladri-Mahodaya Ritual in 
Shree Mandir 


NG Nilachala, Nilasaila are having the 
same meaning, ‘Blue Mountain.’ These 
Words draw the attention of thousands of 
devotees of Lord Jagannath throughout the 
Country and outside as it is the abode of the Lord 
ofthe universe, ‘Mahodaya.’ The special nifi or 
"tual observed in Shree Mandir to 
commemorate the installation of ‘Chaturdha 
Murti’, Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, Dev! 
Subhadra and Lord Sudarsan, on the Ratna- 
Singhasan in the great temple of paramount 
auty supposed to have been completed during 
the reigns of the great Ganga-kings towards the 
ast part of 1200 AD; is known as ‘Niladri 
ahodaya.’ It starts on Baisakh-Sukla-Saptam! 
(the seventh day of Baisakh bright fortnight) and 
ends on Baisakha Sukla Astami (the eighth day 
of Baisakh bright- fortnight). 
Sukla Saptami 


In the night of Baisakh- 
f sandal paste) 


after Chandanlagee (application © 
Of the deities, oe per pots supplied by 
nia-jogania (one of the sevayals among sO 
Called Chhatisa Nijog) are brought to Bhog- 
Mandap by Gdrabadu sevayats. These are filled 
0 with water brought from the well near the 
'emple of Devi Vimala and kept under a 
*Pecially made applique cover. The Garabadus 
"Ing the pots with utmost care. They devide 
o Water-pots in four devisions OF (Pankties). 
a Sri Jagannath 35 pots, for Sri Balabhadra 
3, for Devi Subhadra 22 and for Sr! Sudarsan 
Pots full of water are kept separately. The 
Water pots of each division (Pankties) are filled 
'N with scented flowers, Sandal paste and 
camphor. Three of the Puja Pandas chanting 
Mantras made fit the waier-pots to be used in 


Balakrishna Dash 


the next-day for the snana (holy-bath) of the four 
icons (Chaturdha Murti). This is called Adhibas. 


On the next day i.e. on the 8th day of 
the bright-fortnight of Baisakh the arrangements 
for the holy bath of the deities start after Sakala- 
Dhup (Morning Offerings), Mailam (change of 
dresses) Alot-lagi (fanning after change of 
dress), and clearing of sunctum-sanctorum 
(Jatrangi-Mahasnana) are over. Garabadu 
sevakas with utmost care and with all pomp and 
ceremony amongst beating of ghantas, playing 
of flute (kahali) displaying of holy umbrellas 
(chhatries) bring the water pots from the Bhog- 
Mandap kept before hand and put the scented 
water pots in four divisions (Pankties) as 
indicated above before Lord Sri Jagannath, Lord 
Sri Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra, and Lord 
Sudarsan. At the time of bringing water-pots 
from Bhog-Mandap, Garabadu sevakas follow 
the Bhitarachhua Mahapatra and Talachhua 
Mohapatra who come with Muda-Hasta (One’s 
right hand palm remains under the left hand 
palm of the other). On completion of placement 
of such pots in front of the deities beneath Ratna 
Singhasan; three mirrors made of brass; where 
the images of the deities are reflected, are kept 
in front of Lord-Jagannath, Devi Subhadra and 
Lord Balabhadra. Three Puja Pandas chanting 
mantras offerred the scented water-pots to the 
respective deities and pour down the water from 
the pots on the respective mirrors specified for 
the deities. The Panda offering water to Lord 
Jagannath also offers the water specified for 
oe oe and pours down the same from 

he m i 
Fagan Itis an ee 
ord Sudarsan has 


a 


no separate entity. On completion of offerings 
of scented water; the deities are properly dressed 


again (Afailam) and three Pandas offer 


Madhyanha Dhupa (noon-ofteri ngs). Thereafter 
sandal paste is applied to each of the deities 
with chanting of mantras and prayer from 
thousands of devotees gathered for the occasion. 
On completion of all these rituals. Madan- 
Mohan, the representative*of Lord Jagannath, 
with Sri Devi (Laxmi) Bhudevi. Rama 
(Balaram) Krishna with Pancha-Pandava (Pravu 


Jameswar, Sri Lokanath. Kapal-Mochan, 
Nilakantheswar and Markandeswar) start for 
Narendra Sara for Chandan Yatra. Five Siva- 
Sambhus represent five Pandav-brothers and 
therefore very much close to Lord Jagannath, 
Who is taken as Lord Sri Krishna of Dwapara 
Yug. Thus ends the nit’, Niladri Mohadaya. 


ee 


Balakrushna Dash lives at Subhadra lane, Narendra 
Kona. Puri, 


SARALA AWAR D 


The prestigious twenty-second Saral 
writer, Shri Tarun Kanti Mishra for 


the eminent Hindi writer and Dean of Centre 
Nehru University, New Delhi, Dr Namw 
award instituted by Indian Metals Pp 
conferred on an eminent Writer/poet/ 
and a cash award, which has been rais 
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his collect 
(1999). Ina ceremony at Soochana Bhay 


ublic Charit 
dramatist every year, 
edtoRs.1 | 


4s conferred on the noted Oriya 
ion Of short stories, slhash Setu 
an, Bhubaneswar on June 14, 2001, 
for Indian Languages, Jawaharlal 
ar Singh felicitated Shri Mishra. The 
able Trust in 1979-80 was 
It carries a citation 
akh from this year. 
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a Sto his credit, Shri Mishra has 
ard and KATIA Creative Fiction Award. 


» Persons, who have made Significant 
fields, Were also fj 


received Orissa Sahitya Akademi Aw 
Besides Shri Mishra, four eminen 


contributions to society in their own Uso felicitated They includ 
; : . : ‘itated, clude 
Shri Upendra Mishra, a dedicated te hri Gourshyam Na il inclu 
freedom fighter and social worker, Shri Fakir Mohan Patna; ir ' - baa 
> 4reputed musician 


and Mahammad Zamiullah, a poet and h : 
4mpion of communal 


umanist and, 
harmony. 
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The welcome address Was re 
Annual Report was presented by t] 
meeting was presided over by DrB 
proposed by Shri Rajkishore Mishra. 


a ca Shri Kartik Chandra Chand and the 
hes satan, Shri Raj Charan Das. The 
ansidhar | anda and 4 vote of thanks was 
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The Jagannath Cult and the 
Sculpture of Utkal 


N*= presents a variety of characters and 
creative aspects. [tis the human nature, 
Which always ponders over each and every basic 
creation. As we know, the root principle lies in 
three things, ie. sara. rufa. “amo, as reflected 
iN our life style. The whole philosophy of life 
has its implication from the Vedic period. 


According to Manu : 


“Khyarokhyara bisrustastu prochas ate Purusetiuna, 


Abyakta saswata, debah pravabah Purusotiamah 
(Silpar Prakash ‘hapter-1V) 


The ereation and destruction of this 


Universal activity lies in the creative aspects of 
Nature in the shape of Bieraha, hich is a 
Physical embodiment. and is served and 
Worshipped by people. 

Thus the inexpressible icon of such 
Complexion with deep blue colour gives Us 
implications of Brahmatanwa. He himself is not 
the creator, but is root of every ereation. And 
accordingly, the trifigured idols of Purusottama 
are embodiments of our theoritical, practical 
and natural aspects. 


With those broad ideas they became the 
Symbols of vajnva, dana, tapa. SO the Gita says, 


_ akanaedie ISA 
Yainya Danam Tapaschatba Pabanant Manisinam. (18/7) 


F Orissan culture has been greatly 
influenced by this philosophy. We can measure 
Sculpture with the help of this tricharacteristic 
Yardstick of Nature. That is how the Orissan 
Culture was able to depict the basic principles 
f sanva, raja and tamo into a unified form. 


The sculptors of the past were the great 


devotees of ritatwa. Let us take an example of 


Survanaravan Rathsharma 


Mukteswara torana. I Tere we see the inscriptions 
of tricharacteristic principle expressed with a 
unified nature. If itis told in language, it says, 
“Come you devotees, you who want freedom 
from this earthly bondage, bend your head and 
surrender yourself to the Great Lord. You also 
see the amasika will power at the down level 
of the gate. There are several images including 
that ofa beautiful lady. Thereafter, look at the 
curved portion of the gate (¢erana) and observe 
the tame bhavana (feeling). Then comes the 
middle portion or the ra/a portion. The anxious 
Vanara comes from romantic hazramastaka 
forehead, the beautious ladies with attractive 
posture symbolise sexual feelings. To the back 
portion of the head, the couple are impressed 
with Aamabhava. These are the symbols of raja 
bhava. Above | ft. height, mudra portion 
symbolises samvik feelings and this is vital. And 
two yogis showing expression with their voga 
posture have no anxiety towards all these. Above 
that are padmahandha (lotus impression) and 
kalpalatika (imaginary holiness plant). At the 
next point, there is Bhadrapadma and white 
elephant representing happiness or ecstacy of 
all people. Thus it is obvious that the sculptors 
Were appreciating the Aryan culture. All these 
characteristics have been improvised in such a 


style that Chalukya sculpture shows its 
excellence. 

As to the sculptors of those days this 
most vital body of human being begets 
Amritatatwa. So the palace too must be of that 
quality. Because there is Mohabhava ina body 
but if diverted, it turns into Swa-Aham,. The 
temple too is built with wiguna bhava, 


ci 
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(i) From feet.to waist : Tamas bhava. 


(ii) Stomach portion : kriya bhava, it is 
Tamsanga. 


(iii) Entrance & Exit : birth and the passage 
downward. 


(iv) From waist to mouth : rajasa portion. It 
is known as ‘chemical characteristic of nature 
which is associated with this act. 


(v) From. neck to flag stick: satwabhava. 
In this Agyan Kapala and Sahashra chakra are 
situated. 


(vi) Head portion : Kharpara forms the 
Chakrabhanu portion. It is totally pure holy part. 
Above this it is kalas portion or Dadhinauti or 
Brain portion. At the top, itis Brahma randhra, 
Inside it there is Debayudha, Arms of God, the 
green wheel; trishul, etc. After that the ever 
flying, fluttéring, flag says, “You the devotees, 
come and purify yourselves.” This portion is 
purest Satwik bhava. At this point only 
Bhagabat bhava will emerge. 


After studying such vital aspects of 
ideological expression of sculptors it is clear that 
tricharacters are the valuable things in 
‘Silparatna.’ 


The very traditional Style of sculpture 
has established its own image in India and 
abroad. Its genuineness proves the genius of the 
Kalingan artist and his way of thinking in 
relation to spiritual, ideology. 


At present the same ideology must be 
concerned with the artists and sculptors. They 


The Union Cabinet have 
of Rs.330 cr. for const 
Indira Awas Yojana in 


TWO LAKH MORE HOU 


approved an additional ¢ i 
€ntral as 
Tuction of two Ja or 


the cyclone-affecteg 


should lay enaphasis on the scriptures. They 


must follow the path shown by their illustrious 
ancestors. 


The culture of India was based on 
spiritual and philosophical aspects. So far as 
the Orissan tradition is concerned, it was greatly 
influenced by the Jagannath cult. The 
description shows us the path of supernatural 
enlightenment of human welfare and unified 
development of manhood. If there will be a 
Proper synthesis of these, it can be reflected in 
the sculpture. The artists of the ancient period 
felt the presence of God in man and regarded 
the body as a temple. They followed the various 
objects of our culture which shows the presence 


of God and confirms the importance of physical 
objects. 


Different postures and positions carved 
temple representing various stages of 
activities and spiritual achievement have 
been shown as the most inner synchronization 


Of the principles. Those pieces of art must be 
Preserved for the posterity. 


in the 
human 
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Sadukti Karnamrita and Jayadeva 


adukti F 
S kti Karnamrita was compiled by 


poet of 


Sri 
dhara Das, who was a court 
f slokas 


Lax 
ma 
na Sena. It was a compilation © 


Of Bhakti 
akti Rasa by different authors one of whom 
slokas of 


his book. It 


ati which was to 
la’s Satta Sai by 

language. 
nd or after 


even 
ibe sloka of Arya Saptas: 
Mean a translation of Ha 
ana Acharya from Parkrit 


Arya RY i 
1205 i was compiled aroul 


Sridhara Das and his father Batu Das 
ing Laxman Sena 


(117 
6 to 1205 A.D.) Sadukti Karnamrita 


COntai 
ains a sloka reportedly composed by 


ayad : F 
€va starting with “Laxmikeli Bhujanga 
f this sloka as 


“O, is the 


0 . 

Wes image Vishnu, the game partner of 

desires - the fulfiller of all aspiration and 

fulfitine people like the Kalpadruma (Desire 
€ br g tree), O harbinger of welfare of all, O; 

ave and skilled warrior, O the dear friend 

O the jewel in the 


King of Gouda, O, 


ow 
Ns of vasal kings like 
CO, the 


the q 

ae of all enemy dynasties, 
Cnefactor and protector of all saints, we are 
ith you.” 


igh 
Aen getting an audience With J 
Be avi Jayadeva O Gitagovinda publishe 
tharipur ; Asha Pustakalay@ 1995, p-67)- 
ka must have © 


In reality, this s/o 
me euolog 


Co] 
Sales by Sridhara Das from SOn™ © 
iain addressed to 4 Ganga king, most 
eng ly Chodaganga Dev and he credited it to 
me of Jayadeva. J ayadeva was qa Vaishnav 


Ajit Kumar Tripathy 


saint and these saints rarely praised any ki 

All their compositions were eer pe 

dedicated to Vishnu, Krishna and Radha. P a 
Nilamani Mishra has said, “The pane ait andit 
said to have been written in the eer | 
Laxmana Sena is unbecoming of the tite is 
creation of the author of the Gitagovind pits 
had entirely devoted his life and work to ee py 
and was more ofa saintly poet than a pe in 
As there are a number of poets bearing the ae 

of Jayadeva, the above verse could ‘owe | 
belonged to one of them and not necessa a 
Jayadeva of Gitagovinda. (Pathi era pes 
Rath, ed. Jayadeva and Giagovinda ee 


As mentioned by Dr. 
Rajgury, it is interesting 16 p08 i es 
Das Gupta changed the words Gas oe 
Vamshapriya to Gangeya Banga Priya a. | 
book, Jayadeva and Some oe 
Contemporaries. ae 


How could Sridhara 

belonged to the court of in ee | 
seventy two slokas from ana wee 
book, missed the now famou rams 

“Vachahpallavatatyumapatidhara...” ei | 
verse of the first sarga which contained i 
of Govardhana. His omission of this s/ Reger 
Sadukti and his non reference to Ar, “ jh om 
takes one to conclude that eae — 
never belonged to the court of La at i 
and the sloka mentioning names beta Sena 
was an interpolation in the oie poets 


It is the Gajapati ki 
pati k > , 

were known as the Page ees who 
(Chalanti Vishnu). Chodagangad age of God 
army against Rama Pala, the king aft ad led an 
engal and 


CB 
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» occupied Aramyanagar on the Ganges (at 


present Arambag). From there he laid a siege of 
Mandaragada. 


He killed Rama Pala, the king of 
Mandaragarh in the battle and occupied the 
present Hoogli district. He established 


' friendship with Vijaya Sena of the Sena dynasty. 


From the Deopara Copper Plate inscription, 19th 


| verse, it is seen that Vijaya Sena took pride in 


describing himself as Chodaganga Sakha (a 


' friend of Chodaganga). ( S.N.Rajguru, 


_ Mahakavi Jayadeva O Gitagovinda). 


That the sloka was not addressed to a 
king of Bengal is very clear because he could 


_ not be addressed either as Banga Priya or as 


Gangeya. No branch of Ganga dynasty ever 
ruled in Bengal. Jayadeva only worshipped 
Krishna as Madhava and led the life of a 
mendicant composing songs and 


_ choreographing dances for his wife in the temple 


of Lord Jagannath. He could never compose 


, such a verse full of flattery for anyone, and last 


of all to Laxman Sena. 


Jayadeva had composed Gitagovinda 


' before Laxmana Sena ascended the throne in 


the year 1176 A.D. Sadukti Karnamrita was 


| Started getting compiled in 1169 A.D., at least 
| nine years before Laxmana Sena became the 


king. Chand Bardayi, the court poet of Prithviraj 
Chouhan, king of Delhi had written Prithwiraj 
Raso by 1170 A.D. and he had profusely praised 


| Jayadeva in his book. Udayanacharya, younger 


brother of Govardhanacharya, who was a 
contemporary of Rajaraj Dev and Anangabhima 
Dev, Gajapati kings of the then Kalinga of the 
Ganga dynasty, had composed Bhava Bibhavini 
Tika. ; 


Prabandha Chintamani written by 
Merutunga Acharya in 1304 A.D. had given 
details of achievements of Umapatidhara as the 
Minister of Laxmana Sena, but this book which 
has referred to Jayadev Pandit in places, has no 
where said that he was in the court of Laxmana 


Sena. There is a reference to Jayadeva as the 
Tirthavasi Pandit, the learned inhabitant of a 
holy place, obviously referring to Puri but not 
the capital of Laxmana Sena. 


Banamali Bhatta in his Sanjivani Tika, 
Written in 1580 A.D. (appx.) had described 
Umapati Dhar as Minister of Laxmana Sena but 
did not refer to Jayadeva as a member of that 
court at all. Similarly, Rasa Kadamba Kallolini 
Tika published in 1600 A.D. had referred to 
Umapatidhar belonging to the court of Laxmana 


Sena but did not mention Jayadeva as his court 
poet. 


Writing of Sadukti Karnamrita was 
Started by Sridhar Das during the time of Vallala 
Sena, nine years before the reign of Laxmana 
Sena. In its first two chapters, 5 s/okas of the 
last two chapters of Gitagovinda have been 
quoted. Thus Gitagovinda could at least have 
been fully composed fifteen to twenty years | 


before the 1169 A.D. to have gained popularity | 
and fame. 


This is also substantiated by the fact that | 
Chandakayi Bardai, the court poet of Prithvira] 
(1169-1192 A.D.) has written in his 
Mangalacharana about Jayadeva. A book which 
Was referred to in Bengal and far off Delhi by 


1169 A.D, those days when there were no 
A ag radio, television or internet must 


ave been at least in currency of fifteen to twenty 
years. One of the reasons, of course, of the quick 
spied of popularity of Gitagovinda was that 
Odissi song and dance were performed in Puri 
temple which was Visited by people, Sadhus and = 
Pandits from all Over India. What is important 
is that Chandkayi has not referred to Jayadeva 
“$a contemporary but an esteemed predecessor. 


Like the Navaratna in the court of 
aditya, the Pancharatna in the court of 
na Sena is a myth. In the Pabanadutd 
Of poet Dhoyi it is mentioned that 
nagat was the capital of Kalinga. After 
angadeva defeated, Raja Karnadeva © 


Vikram 
Laxma 
Kavya 
Kalinga 
Chodag 
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~ Somavamsa in 1112 A.D. and annexed Utkal to 
Kalinga, he shifted his capital to Varanasi 
Kataka on the river Mahanadi. 


Dhoyi’s book mentions Yajati Nagar as 
a city between Kalinga and Sumha (West 
Bengal). If Yajatinagar was intact as capital of 
an independent kingdom of the Samavamsis and 
Sumha (West Bengal) was an independent 
kingdom under the Pala kings, then neither 
Vijaya Sena, the grand father of Laxmana Sena, 
nor Chodaganga Deva had conquered it by that 
time. Thus Dhoyi must have written the book 
either before-1112A.D. or at least before 1126 
A.D. when Chodaganga Deva came with his 
royal family and started staying in the palace at 
Varanasi Kataka, now in ruins in Chudanga 
| Gada, also called Saranga Gada near Baranga, 
| 14 kilometres from Bhubaneswar. 


| Thus to say that Dhoyi was alive during 
Laxmana Sejia’s time would be farthest from 
truth. The last Pala king was killed long before 
Laxmana Sena had ascended the throne. It is 
unfortunate that any Goudaraj, Goudendra or 
' Sena Kula Tilak, or a Sena Vamsa Tilaka has 
| been interpreted blindly by later scholars to be 
_ Laxmana Sena, the weakest and the last member 
| of the Sena royal dynasty, Just because the myth 
| of Pancharatna was implanted on his court later 
on, 
was an established 
In one of the Tikas 
kala Bhupati is 
e Prabara Sena, 
an effort to 
Jayadeva, 
ave given 


Acharya Govardhana 

Poet of Niali Sasan, of Orissa. 

of Arya Sapta Sati, Sena Kula Ti 

; Mentioned. It actually refers to on 

_ Writer of the Kavya Setubandha. In 
Own the writers _ like, 

Govardhanacharya, some scholars h 


all the credits rightly deserved by brave warrior 
kings like Vijaya Sena, Vallala Sena and poets 
like Prabara Sena to Laxmana Sena, the last and 
the weakest king of the dynasty. This has created 
all the confusions in determining the period of 
Sadukti Karnamrita of Sridhara Das which 
contains seventy two slokas of Jayadeva’s 
Gitagovinda. 
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FOOD FOR WORK PROGRAMME EXTENDED 


Food for Work Program 
has been stated by Ho 
Resources Development, 
Panchayati Raj; Shri Surend: 


me in the State will continue upto September 30, 2001. This 
n’ble Minister for Revenue, Law, Fisheries and Animal 


Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan. Hon’ble Minister for 
ranath Naik was present in the meeting, , 
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Transformation of Life through Prayer 


rayer is a spiritual instrument which 
to life from misery to happiness. 
Through prayer one can confess one’s guilt, 
become conscious of one’s limitations and 
weaknesses and surrender oneself to God. There 
are moments in which one is compelled to seek 
the help of God, even if for a few minutes. The 
question arises : why does man seek to have 
spiritual communication with God ? He does so 
only to seek divine blessings, to recharge and 
reactivise moral confidence and to lead a life 
of bliss. One can also overcome the traumas and 
huddles in life. The troubled mind turns to God 
for protection. A true devotee prays with sincere 
devotion, expecting nothing in return from God. 
But, before surrendering to God he has to 
cleanse his niind and heart of all ill feelings, 
sins, and evil thoughts. Prayer can be performed 
in two forms : either physically with elaborate 
ritualy or through recitation of holy verses, 
Prayer can also be performed silently reciting 
the mantras prescribed by the enli ghtened guru, 
Prayer in the form of devotional songs can be 
performed with a group of devotees chanting. 
the glories of God or Goddess which is known 
as Samkirtan. There is no barrier of time and 
place for prayer. Through prayer, a person turns 
fearless. Good health with all requisite qualities 
is to be bestowed on one who makes it a point 
to pray for some time everyday. It shows light 
in midst of surrounding darkness, thus reducing 
the stress and strains of daily life. The power of 
prayer is inexplicable. It should be performed 
with a strong faith and a sense of dedication, 


The modes of prayers are prescribed in 
the Karmakanda, which is difficult for ordinary 
people to follow. Brahmins while performing 


Umakanta Mishra 


puja, adopt different modes and postures for 
different gods and goddesses whom they in 
voke. The ritualistic mode of- offering puja is 
practised by Brahmins. But simple heartfelt 
prayers can be made by all, without any 

distinction of Caste, creed and colour. 


Prayer to Saguna Brahma is more 
beneficial rather than to Nirguna Brahma for self 
realisation and triumph over cycle of birth and 
death. The knowledge of Nirguna Brahma can 
be acquired only from his Saguna Swarupa. One 
Can attain ultimate reality through concrete form 
of divinity. Saguna Brahma is a form of 
Incarnation and manifestation of the Supreme 
Brahman in human grab. The supreme cannot — 


be comprehended without the grace of a true 
Saint. 


The divine knowledge or Brahma Vidya 
stowed by a perfect master upon the 
of truth, makes him see and realise God 
himself. Lord Krishna bestowed the | 
Y€ on Arjuna, which enabled him to see 
h. Constant Meditation with unflinching 
on trains the mind to detach itself from 
=8 entinglements. The hallmark of a trie Sait! 
1s his ability to initiate men and women of all 
tracks into divine knowledge, and in the process, 


reveal to them the divine light within — 
themselves. 


when b 
seeker 
Within 
divinee 
the trut 
devoti 


— : devotee Sets forth on a pilgrimage to 
‘ave SPititual Tealities of places at 
Significance. Through prayer, one feels the 
unseen blessing Which solves the unsolved 
Problems that agitate the mind time and again. 
The Purpose of our |ife is only to know God. 

According to Sri Ramakrishna Paramahans 


Cie 
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ued nO doubts dwells in all but He manifests 
ae uote in man than in other beings. Man 
n think of the infinite while other living beings 


H He Knowledge through prayer brings 
eration from external sufferings. Meditation 


le : ; 
| leads us to the hitherto unseen universe within. 


affect Puja has a great impact on the body. It 
se aA i chakras within. The sada chakras 
Bisiah adhar, Swadhisthan, Manipur, Anahat, 
tigre akshaya and Agnya Chakra. Apart from 
ei sada chakras, there is another chakra 
the } nas Sunya Chakra situated at the peak of 
head. Meditation activises the Kundalini 
own as the serpent-power within the body. 


0 am ae 
_ Once the Kundalini is activised, one gets 


Manty. : i 
Mantra creates unthinkable powers 12 


| ar ie ; 
€many sects practising their style o 


hi i 
| 'émember the full text of the mantra, 


Immense spiritual power. The posture of the 

Prayer has been vividly described in the 

a and great works in the past including 
agabat Gita. 


Ga One may practise Gayatri Sadhana. 
a hal Mantra is the king of all mantras 
 Siiaie to the Sun god. The exponent of this 

tra is Maharshi Viswamitra. This covers 


three Padas and 24 letters. Recitation of this 
the 


ody. There 
f chanting 


: i 
© mantra. Before reciting, one has to activis¢ 


© mantra through a special mantra prescribed 
difficult task for 


ough. It 


di : 
vote, affecting all parts of his 


ordi itation 1 
oe people. Simple recitation 1s en 
Nown as Kamadhenu. 


yatri with the 
It is specially 
s. The sacred 


mrad to chant the Laghu Ga 
ee abets, Bhu, Bhubah Swaha. 
he for children and illiterates. *" 

ead (Yagnyopabita) is embedded with s 


telated to each pada. 


Ov Thé asans have 4 tremendous influence 
as, ‘t the body and the mind. But to perform 
a mee by fits and without any aid and advice of 
fi N enlightened and experienced guru may prove 
atal. 

rm of upasana is 


A more effective fo | 
he embodiment 


Perhaps there in the Sakti Cult, t 


trings , 


of Mahakala known as Mahasakti, Mahakali and 
Singhabahini. Prayer to Maa Jagat Janani in the 
form of a terrible shape creates sensation over 
the body and the mind. 


Recitation of slokas from Ananda 
Lahari written by Sankaracharya with deep 
devotion has its own spiritual value. It purifies 
the heart and infuses spiritual strength to the 
devotee. The devotee can experience various 
forms of Maa in the guise of human being in a 


eee 


dream state which shows light in the midst of | 


darkness solving unsolved problems of his daily 
life. Maa takes the devotees to her heavenly leap 
and wipes out the shedding tears. Plethora of 


rituals have been prescribed in the Karma 


Kanda, but prayer without upasana is rather 


meaningless. First of all, we should invoke our _| 


own Jstas with heart and soul, connecting our 
life’s spiritual twopin with the divine current 
pluck. Then only we can get ourselves spirituall 
charged. : 
Through prayer one can accomplish 
swavikalapa samadhi and nirvikalpa samadhi 
The swavikalpa samadhi gives the experience 
of mystic vision of God. In nirvikalpa samadhi 
aman loses his individuality and goes beyond 
the vision. When the mind is purified through 


japa and prayer, it guides us to reach the spiritual 


height. Then only we can reach the real home 
which is at the lotus feet of the Almighty. It ma 
not always be possible to practise the vials, 
but it is always possible to pray. 2 


Nowadays, bloodshed is goi i 
vadays, bloo going oni 
name of religion. Religious intolerance fas ne 


-to violence, causing immense loss to life and | 


property. Acquisition of self 

lasting peace through satire me 

importance. Lord Jesus says, “Seek Ws ihe 

Truths and the Truths shall set you fe re 

Religion is an intensely personal thin pve. 

aspirant can realise the God’s glory Vesta id 
e 


life with heavenly peace. Normally, we 
» WE use 


AUM as Pranaba befor 
€ an | 
chanted. The word AUM is pote c. - | 
anaba | 
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through which the earth is created. This is 
perhaps the first sound emanated by God. It is 
also known as Nada. AUM represents time-day, 
noon and night, represents qualities-Satwa, Raja 
and Tama, represents gods, Brahama, Vishnu 
and Maheswar, represents goddesses 
Mohalaxmi, Mohasaraswati and Mohakali, 
represents ‘rivers Ganga, Jamuna and 
Swaraswati, and /okas- Swarga, Martya and 
Patala, etc. We chant the mantra with proper 
modalities which activises the parts of the body 
and the mind. 


There is a moral downfall in the modern 
world. Peace is vitiated by communal tension. 
In such a situation, prayer has a great 
significance in life. We should seek the Truth, 
which alone can set us free from bondage. 


Divine blessings can liberate us from pain and . 


suffering. Let us surrender to the Almighty and 
get His blessings. 


a eeeeeeNNSFSsSsaesesesee 
Umakanta Mishra is Assistant Director, Planning and 


Coordination Department, Government of Orissa, 
Bhubaneswar. 


SUCCESS. 


area. 


Singh has appealed to the people of 
and teachers to plant trees and make tl 


casion of Vana Mahotsab has taken 
area of Bar 


emphasis on the creation ofa green 
industrial area. The officers and 
meeting. It has been decided to plant ab 


cover and health 
work 


VANA MAHOTSAB ‘| 


the State and parti 


garh. Hon’ble Minister for 
anr was the Chief Guest of 
his address, Shri Kuanr laid 
Y €nvironment in the 
€rs of the factory attended the 
out 25,000 Saplings in the factory 


\S 


, Cult are expounded, form a vast 
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The Image of Siva in the Art and 
Literature of Orissa 


Siva's image, appears to be that of the most 


ancient of all the gods. The philosophy of 
Saivism, originally distinct from that of the 
Vedas, belongs to another and earlier strata of 
Indian civilization which was gradually 
assimilated by the conquering Aryans. Rudra, 
the Vedic equivalent of Siva, begins to take his 
Place clearly as the deity of transcendent 
darkness, embodiment of the disintegrating 
tendency, (tamas), associated in the basic trinity 
With the two other tendencies, the centrepetal 
ascending illumination, (sattva) and the dynamic 
evolving expanding, ra/as, respectively 
Symbolized by the Pervader (Visnu) and the lord 
of immensity, Brahma. The Puranas and 
gamas, in which the myths and rituals of Saiva 
literature. Apart 
from the Siva upanisads and the Saiva Agamas 
and the six Puranas-The Linga Purana, the Siva 
urana, the Skanda Purana, the Matsya Purana, 
¢ Kurma Purana, the Brahmanda Purana which 
are exclusively Saivite, most of the other 
uranas as well as the great epics mention the 
Slory of Lord Siva. 


as a fearful divinity 


Who destroys, also as a mysterious lustful being 
ie wanders through the forests and mountains 
8lVing birth to all the forms of life, creating new 


Worlds and new beings through the rhythm of 
1S dance, the sound of His drum, the postures 
His scattered seed. 


of His yoga, the drops of 


Siva is represented 


One thousand and eight names eee 

are given in the Siva Purana (ch.69) and the 

Nusasan Parva of heer ae (ch.17)- The 

‘nga Purana also gives 4 thousand names of 
Iva, 


Jayanti Rath 


Most of the more common names of 
Siva are descriptive epithets such as Three-eyed 
(Tri-lochana or Tri-ambaka), Blue-throated 
(Nila Kantha), Five faced (Panca-anana), Moon- 
Crested (Chandra Sekhara). Bearer of the 
Ganges (Ganga-dhara), Mountain-lord (Giris’s), 
Wearing-matted-hair (Jata-dhara), whose-form 
is Water (Jala-Murti), Wearing a Garland of | 
Skulls (Kapalamalin), Immutable (Sthanu), of | 
Misinformed Eyes (Virupa-aksa), Lord of the | 
Universe (Visva-natha). 


He is the Remover (Hara), because he 
takes everything away, because he destroys 
everything. He is Bhairava (the terrible). He is 
the Lord of ghosts (Bhutes’ vara). 


He is the Herdsman(Pasupati) and he is 
the Ruler (Isana), the embodiment of air, the 
purifier, the regent of the north-eastern direction. 


He is Sankara, because he creates joy. 
He is Sambhu, because he is the Abode of joy. 
(Sivatosini, commentary on the Linga Purana). 
He is the conqueror of death (Mrtyunjaya), who 
represents the being of pure joy (Ananda murti). 


As the cosmic being, Siva is made of all 
the principles of the elements. “Fire is his 
forehead, the sun and moon are his eyes, the 
directions of space are his ears. The Vedas 
represent His voice, the wind that pervades the 
world is the breath which raises his chest, Hi 
feet are the earth. He is the inner self of all livi : 
beings. (Mundaka Upanisad). 


He is Maha Yogi, in whom is centred 
the perfection of austerity, penance and 
meditation, through which unlimited powers = 


ei 
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attained. He is Maha-kala, (the Transcendent 
Time), Absolute, Eternal Measureless and 
Everpresent. He is Mahesvara, the lord of 
; knowledge. And he is the supreme Lord, the 
| Great God (Mahadeva) symbolized by the 
' Phallus (Linga), the instrument of reproduction 
and the source of pleasure. The Linga is 
worshipped along with the Yoni, or female 
| organ, representing Siva’s consort, Energy 
| (Sakti). 


In Orissa, the worship of Siva can be 

traced back to the fourth century A.D. The image 
_ of Siva discovered at Asanpat in the Keonjhar 
district is the earliest evidence of Siva worship 
| prevalent in this land. The image depicts him in 
| Nataraja posture with eight hands. He is engaged 
' in playing veena; displaying the Varada Mudra, 
| and holding trisula, aksamala and dambaru; 
the image is in naked urdhvalinga form 
indicating tandava dance after his consort Sati 
gave away herilife in the sacrificial altar prepared 
| by her father Daksa Prajapati. His attendant, 
| Nandi and Bhrukti, are represented on both of 
his sides. The image is one of beautiful 
specimens of Orissan Art. 


Saivism seems to have replaced 
Buddhism as the dominant faith in Orissa as a 
result of her coming in contact with the all 
pervasive Gupta culture in the fifith century 
A.D. We find both literary and archaeological 

evidences about the conflict between the 
| Buddhists and the Saivites as well as the victory 
of the latter over the former. The Ekamra 
Purana mentions a conflict between the demons 
and the gods, in which Siva on behalf of the 
gods defeated the demons. This is said to be an 
echo of the struggle between the Buddhists and 
the Saivites in which the latter triumphed over 
the former. The huge Siva Linga, now enshrined 
| in the Bhaskaresvara temple at Bhubaneswar, 
seems to be the remnant of an Asokan Pillar 
destroyed by the Saivas into a phallic emblem. 


The Saiva ascetics used to live in caves 
| to practise penance. Sitabinji in the Keonjhar 
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district contains a natural rock shelter in the hills | 
which attracted the Saiva ascetics. This fact is | 
proved by the existence of a stone Mukhalinga 
with four faces of Siva as well as the record of 
the names of Siva as Sasidhara and 
Sasalanchhanadhara in the stone inscriptions at | 
Sitabinji. There are evidences to believe that the | 
shrines at Sitabinji and Bhaskaresvara were 
established by the Pasupata sect of Saivism. 


The form of Saivism that established 
itself at Bhubaneswar in the seventh century 
A.D. also bore the influence of Pasupata sect. 
Two images of Lakulisa occur on the front 
facade and the Jagamohana of the 
Parsurames’ vara temple assigned to this period. 


Each of these two images holds a club and sits 
In yogasana, 


Dr. K.C.Panigrahi firmly asserts that the 
temple was originally named after the 


Pasupata teacher Parasara. This temple contains 
base reliefs depicting several incidents of Siva’s 
life. We find here an eight armed Arddha- 
narisvara in dancing pose. The upper two female 
hands hold a mirror and a book, whereas the 
upper two male hands hold a lute and an 
aksamata, This type of image is quite interesting 
as In It Siva and Sakti are merged in one body. 
We also notice here a four armed Siva wearing 
snake Kundala in Sitting pose. The upper left 
hand holds a long trident whereas both the right _ 
hands hold an aksamala anda lotus. There is a? 
interesting scene depicting the marriage of Siva 
and Parvati in the Said temple. They are dressed 
&s the bridegroom and the bride and sorrounded 
on sides by Agni, Brahma, Surya and Visnu. A 
still more: interesting scene in this temple is 
Ravana Taising the mount Kailasa, the abode 0! — 
Siva, Parvati turning her head in panic, Siva 


Consoling her with His left hand and raising His 
right hand in abhaya, 


. Saivism Suffered a setback due to the ris 
: Buddhism in the eighth century A.D. But 
Me took place a revival of Saivite activities 

© 3th Century A.D. The Siva linga at Soro 


Sena Buddhist dharani, which proves that 
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Buddhism, lost its identity and merged itself 


completely in Saivism: 


The Saiva temples of Sisiresvara and 
Somesvara seem to have been constructed 
during this period at Bhubaneswar and Ranipur 
Jharial respectively. 


The growing popularity of Saivism in 
the 9th century A.D. is evident from the presence 
of Saiva images in the Tantric temple of Vaitala. 
Apart from the composite image of Siva and 
Parvati, we notice Siva and Parvati 


. (Umamahesivara) seated side by side on a lotus 


Seat. Siva is four armed, holding a lyre, a trident 
and a japamala, whereas Parvati is two armed 


placing her right hand on the shoulder of her 
" Consort. Saivism could not, however, escape the 
_ impact of Tantrism as we find an image of Siva 
_ ina terrific form (Bhairava) in this temple. He 
| Wears a garland of skulls and possesses sunken 


eyes, open mouth, protruding tongue and 
hollowed belly. He sits in a fighting posture, 
rests his body on the left knee and holds a 


| kharpara and a dragger on both of his hands. 


We may state here that images of 
Arddhanarisvara, Umamahesvara and Bhairava 
are seen in large numbers either as presiding 


_ deities or as side deities in the temples of Prachi 
| Valley. The finest specimens of such images 


exist in the Vilesvara temple at Paidapatana, 
Maresvara temple Amaresvara, Daksinesvara 


' temple at Daksinesvara, Anangesvara temple at 


tt 


ltapur, Vandesvara temple at Vandesvara, 
Gokarnesvara temple at Kantapara, Gramesvara 
temple at Lataharana, Somesvara temple near 

akatpur etc. They seem to have been 
Constructed. in and around 9th century A.D. 


There is almost a spate of Saivite 
activities in the tenth and eleventh century A.D. 
Mong the numerous Saiva temples that were 
built in this period, the Muktesvara, the 
Brahmesvara and the Lingaraj were the most 
Temarkable, The Muktesvara, the earliest of the 

ee is one of the most beautiful temples of 
hdia, and has been described by M.M. Ganguly 
a8 a-dream realized in sandstone. Two images 


of Lakuli are found in this temple, one in 
Dharmachakra Pravarttana Mudra and the other 
in Bhumisparsa Mudra. This proves the 
prevalence of Pasupata sect in 10th Century A.D. 
Another noteworthy image noticed in the said 
temple is the Gajasanhara Murti of siva. The 
Brahmesvara temple, assigned to the eleventh 
Century A.D. also contains a number of Saiva 
Images e.g. Ekapada Siva Ardhanarisvara, 
Nataraj, Andhakavadha Murti etc. The Lingaraj 
can be considered as the most notable Saiva 
Shrine of Orissa. Siva in His Phallic form is 
enshrined in this temple. The linga is a natural 
one and in known as Svayambhulinga. 


The rising tide of Vaisnavism almost 
swept the whole of Orissa during the twelfth 


century A.D. Asa result, there was a decline of; 


Saivite activities in this period. Two important 
Saiva Shrines constructed in this period were 
the Kedaresvara and the Meghesvara at 


Bhubaneswar. These two temples are devoid of | 


Saiva images, which are illustrations of various 
saiva mythologies and which are abundantly 
noticed in early temples. 


Thus during the time of Ganga Saivism 
lost its prominent position and Vaisnavism 
began to dominante the religious life of Orissa. 
However, Saivism did not lose its hold on the 
people. In the religious consciousness it still 
remained as a major force. Vigorous efforts were 
made for synthesis of Saivism and Vaishnavism 
in the subsequent period. Sterling in 
“Accounting of Orissa” (1822) has recorded that 
according to the orthodox interpretation the three 
images, Balabhadra, Jagannath and Subhadra 
respectively represent Siva, Vishnu and Durga. 


The Siva Linga of the Lingaraja temple 
came to be regarded as Harihara and not Hara 
alone. The mantras in which He is worshipped 
the offerings given to Him, the rites and rituals 
and the festivals and ceremonies underwent 
significant changes. Emphasizing on the 
synthesis of these two faiths Ekamra Purana 
mentions that “there is no distinction between 
Vishnu and Siva. This in the eternal dharma and 
the man who observes this dharma attains mukti 
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The temple of Kapilesvara appears to be 
the last notable Saiva monument to be built at 
Bhubaneswar. It was built during Suryavamsi 
king Kapilendra Deva. There is a tradition, that 
the temple of Dhavalesvara standing on an island 
of Mahanadi, was built by the same ruler. 
Towards 18th Century A.D., the temple of Hari- 
Shankara was built at the foot of mount 
Gandhamaradan in Bolangir district. 


Thus, Saivism has acquired a vital 
position in the architectural representation of 
Orissa. Its echo is also profound and poignant 
in literature. 


Apart from the famous Sanskrit works 
i.e. Ekamwra Purana, Ekamra Chandrika, Kapila 
Samhita, Svarnadi Mahodaya, which describe 
the deity and the archaeological significance of 
the Saiva site Bhubaneswar, there are many 
other works in Oriya literature reflecting the 
grace of Lord Siva. 


Siva has been categorically mentioned 
as Bharrava, Kaln Bhairava, Nanda Bhairava in 
the literature of the Nathas, who were staunch 
saivites. Goreksha Samhita, another famous 
work of Natha sect describes the birth story of 
Lord Siva..So far our knowledge goes, 
Rudrasudhanidhi by Narayanananda Das 
Abadhuta Swami and Kalasa Chautisa, 
Somanath Brata Katha by Vatsa Das are ther 
only literary works of the early period containing 
glory of Lord Siva. 


Sarala Das, the great poet of medieval 
Orissa, has frequently mentioned Him in 
different parvas of Mahabharata. Though a 
Sakta himself, he has narrated an interesting 
_ Story of his own birth. He claims that he was a 
guard of Lord Kapilasa in his previous birth. 
| Failing in his duty, he became the victim of His 
| wrath and was cursed to take the human form. 
_ Being born a man, he had to go through severe 
penance. He attained success as a poet by the 
grace of Goddess Sarala. He has dealt with 
various images of Lord Siva in Mahabharata 


in a very interesting manner. Both his 
benevolent and terrible forms have been amply 
represented. : 


In almost all the later Oriya kavyas, Siva 
has been taken as the Lord of Love .Starting 
from the great poets. Upendra Bhanja, 
Abhimany Samanta Simhara to the 
comparatively lesser known poets, Arjuna Das, 
Deva Durlabha Das, Brundabana Das, Sisu 
Sankar Das, all have highlighted on this 
particular love-ensuring and love protecting 
quality of the divinity. 


Brajanath Badajena, a great poet of Post- 
Bhanja period, wrote a kavya named Ambika- 
Vilasa narrating the marri ge of Siva and Parvati 
and the birth of Kumara Kartikeya. Siva with 
all His passion has been depicted as devoted 


husband and Uma-Mahesvara concept comes 
alive out of this work. 


. Siva, in his Nataraja form occupies @ 
prominent position in the folk tradition of Orissa. 
In the Chhau dance, Danda dance, the cane-stick 


and vassel are taken as the symbols of siva and 
Parvati respectively, 


4 
The image of Siva has, in fact, 
tremendous impact on the art, religion, literature 
and culture of this land, 
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Advantage Orissa : Agri Business Potential 


griculture, providing means of 

livelihood to more than 70% of the total 
Population of the state of Orissa, will continue 
to generate 2/3" of the additional labour force 
in the state in the years to come. The world’s 
agriculture has moved from the traditional form 
to a scientific/mechanised form. Although the 
developed countries are moving very fast in this 
direction, the developing and underdeveloped 
Countries are way behind. Indian agriculture has 
also made a tremendous progress in the last 3-4 
decades but the process of development has not 
been uniformly spread over all the regions. This 
Necessiates improvement in rural economy to 
lessen the burden of poverty and absorb the 
Working population overflowing from the 
Villages. Increased productivity in agriculture 
is not the only solution for the development of 
the rural economy. For improvement 1n the 
economic status as well as rapid transformation 
of rural economy, growth in non-farming 
activities such as rural/cottage industries i 
desirable to relieve pressure ont land, establis 
linkage between agriculture and oad 
crease employment opportunities, saa 
economic well beings of the people a 
creasing their income level. This w! 
ultimately prevent migration of the rura 


: : Sak ae S. 
Population to cities which increases slum 
rce base, 


Orissa, with its vast resou ie 
undoubtedly possesses enormous P0 ential, 


Which if explored would propel the state to a 


dominati son in the country in terms gh 
nating position 1! g a proper 


agricultural trade. For making @ Pee 
assessment, it is required to analyse the strene ra 
and weaknesses of the state. No doubt, an 
enjoys strengths in rerms of huge ae 
resources, diverse agro climate anc) of 
labour. The weaknesses are low '°V© 


A.K. Behera 


mechanisation, fragmented land holdings, 
traditional farming practices, low use of inputs, 
poor post harvest management, largely 
unirrigated cultivation and lack of 
entrepreneurship among most farmers 
(Government of Orissa is making all possible 
efforts to address these problems). In the WTO 
regime the global competitiveness of a country 
will be determined by this comparative 
advantage. Today the cost of wheat per kg., 
production in USA is about 60% of India’s 
production cost. Similarly, production cost per 
kg. of rice in Orissa is higher than the production 
cost of rice in Punjab or Andhra Pradesh. Under 
such circumstances, farmers would either have 
to switch over to produce something, which is 
cost-effective in Orissa, or strive to lower the 
cost of production. Giving the socio- economic, 
cultural and food habits related factors, farmers 
would not so easily switch over to production 
of new crops. The option left is to increase 
productivity and thus reduce cost of production. 
This would require faster commercialization of 
agriculture through adoption of modern 
technology, balanced use of inputs, increasing 
farm mechanization and application of effective 
plant protection measures. Again, the efficient 
technology of Post Harvest Management is 
required to save losses. India wastes more fruit 
and vegetables than what the UK consumes. 
This fact amply underscores growing 
importance of Post Harvest Management in our 
country and in our state as well. The processeq 
food industry is poised to be the largest industry 
world over. While India consumes less than 5% 
of the food in processed form, western countries 
coinage asp Threat 

Xporiit 4 G items than exporting 


fresh ag’ > produces. To take advant : 
g 2 produces. To tak« advantage of globai 
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_ trade opportunities in agro-food sectors we are 


required to grow internationally acceptable 
varieties and maintain quality edge while 
remaining cost competitive. The preparation to 
grab all these opportunities and face the 
challenges needs an integrated approach towards 
promotion of agri business with the support from 
government, researchers and the farmers. 


Agri business development will 
supplement and complement both agriculture 
and industry. Thus the complementarity between 
agriculture and industry will enable the people 
to use the byproducts of agriculture and improve 
the technological base of agriculture which will 
bring transformation in the rural economy and 
open scope for number of other small industries 
that are more or less ancillary to these industries, 


Policy Framework : 


Government of Orissa realised tae” 


importance of the most agro-industry and made 
an attempt to declare one Agriculture Policy in 
the year 1996 and accorded status of industry to 
agriculture with the objective of bringing in 
commercialisation in agriculture and allied 
fields which would ultimately result in rural 


| development. Under this policy, incentives in 
_ form of Capital Investment Subsidy (CIS) to a 


tune of 20% of the capital cost in commercial 
agri enterprises (excluding cost of land) subject 
to a limit of Rs. 20 lakhs is provided. 222 of 
agri business enterprises have been established 
with an approximate investment of Rs. 80 er, 
through private initiatives by the time the article 
was prepared. A few of such enterprises and their 
significant role in the process of economic 


_ development are described subsequently. About 


six cold storages with a capacity of 50,000 MTs 
have been established at various locations of the 
state which have not only helped in maintaining 
a stable price with respect to potato but also have 
been helpful to avoid situation of distress sale 
of potato by potato producing farmers, The state 
of Orissa used to depend greatly on Andhra 
Pradesh to meet its egg requirement. Seven 


| enterprises (poultry projects) with a capacity of 


2.5 lakh eggs per day have’ been able to reduce 


_tanslate the policy 


the dependence on Andhra Pradesh. Five food | 


processing industries with the capacity to 
process various fruits is another breakthrough. 
All these agri-business enterprises, from creating 
employment opportunities have been able to 
create ample scope for improving productivity 
in agriculture, 


Another important highlight of the 
policy has been to encourage farmers for 
creation of own irrigation source either by 
ground water exploitation or harnessing flow 
water by way of giving incentive up to 
Rs.50,000/- per project as subsidy. Through this, 
15,000 irrigation Projects have been taken up 
by farmers initiatives and added more than 
40,000 hectares of land under irrigation. 


It can be concluded that consequences 
of agri-business in Orissa is in perfect synergy 
With the general acceptability of the policy 
makers on the ground that this could be one of 
the best ways towards generation of employment 
Opportunities, helping equitable distribution of 
national income, facilitating mobilization of 
capital and entrepreneurship skill and lastly 
helping in regional dispersion of industries. TO 
to ground reality an 
Organisation under the 
name and style “The Agricultural Promotion 
and Investment Corporation of Orissa Limited 
(APICOL)” has been established to provide a 
helping hand to the entrepreneurs interested in 
Aeri-business in the State of Orissa by way of 
providing counselling services, escort services 
anid acting as the nodal agency for channelizing 
Me Incentives available under Agriculture 
tndin a8 Well as policies of Government of 

la. It is time now for the potential investors 
to come and cash in On agro-potential of the State 
of Orissa, which is Probably one of the most 
Peni vestment destinations in the field 
rhe eileen because of enabling policy 
botne nt and the Proactive/supportive role 

"8 Played by an Organisation like APICOL. 


exclusive promotional 


ALK, Behera 


hubaneswar. 


j a | 
Is the api : . L, 
Baramunda, B Managing Director of APICO 


| Te ' 
formation was to hand over @ P@ 


| it : : 
S Operation and maintenance 


Pani Panchayats in Orissa 


BACKGROUND 


ag economy is primarily agrarian even in 
this twenty-first century and still in the 
developing bracket mainly because of poor 
agricultural growth. The most common type of 


teform in the Indian irrigation sector in recent 


years has been the attempts to increase farmers 
direct involvement in irrigation under the label 
of Participatory Irrigation Management (PIM). 
Such reforms are directed at improving the 
Performance of irrigation by involving farmers 
Who have the greatest stake in irrigation, in the 
Management of systems. 


Orissa stands out as an un 
State within the Indian dominion ¢ 
it has been endowed with rich n 
Mineral resources. The estimated Water 
esources of the State is one of the highest in 
the country, being of the order of 11% with 4% 
8eographical area. The State is made up of small 
and marginal farmers, thus the strategy in 
Planning and managing water resources assume 
Steater importance. 


ven though 
atural and 


at the capacity 
ainteance, 
ally at the 
This 


ita, Itis generally perceived th 
esd €r to adequate operation and m 
lov S involvement of farmers espee! 
re est level of the distribution system. 

quires organised farmers group activity to 


, Manage the system at these levels. 


s process of 
rt of the net- 
Work of the canal system / irrigation system for 

(O & M) to the 


armers or the beneficiaries through the “Pant 
jations OF 


anchayats” (Water User’ Assoc 


The first step made in thi 


der-developed ‘ 


WUAs). Four Pilot projects in the first phase 
namely, Ghodahad project, Rushikulya 
Distributary No.11 of Ganjam District and Aunli 
and Derjang Projects in Angul District were 
identified for this work during 1996 and related 
activities of Pani Panchayat started 
simultaneously in the projects. The farmers were 
demonstrated about the utility and practicability 
of Pani Panchayat (Water User Association). By 
now 50 Pani Panchayats have been formed in 
these projects with the help of NGOs and 
WALMI. Farmers were advised for taking up 


of minimum maintenance work by them for 


ensuring free flow of water up to the tail reaches. 
They were also helped to organize water 
distribution in their jurisdiction, resolve 
disputes, if any, and adopt their own crop 
planning etc. The Pani Panchayats (WUAs) 
were registered as legal bodies to provide the 
required identity. 


These Pani Panchayats have been 
successful in overcoming the poor O & M of 
their irrigation systems and have improved their 
agricultural productivity. The formal handover 
of the systems has taken place in 40 Pani 
Panchayats. All these Pani Panchayats have now 
become enthusiastic in taking up their respective 
canal systems for better control and management 
of irrigation water. For handing over of the rest 
of the systems of the Pani Panchayat works are 
in full swing and the process in the four project 
is likely to be completed very soon. : 


The success of the first i 
phase Pil 
Projects has enlarged the vision of our fee 
and were widely discussed. A waiiiemen 
confidence was generated to spread the aur 


ORISSA REVIEW - JULY - 2001 ——_——_—-—- —— ee 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ORISSA REVIEW - JULY - 2001 


of PIM (Participatory Irrigation Management) 
amongst the farming communities in the state, 
In the capacity building process, WALMI is 
taking active part in the training of the officers 
and farmers onthe field as well as at its 
Headquarters in generating a conductive 
environment for the promotion of PIM and 
formation of Pani Panchayats (WUAs) in the 
State. 


The Government having witnessed the 
remarkable achievements made by the Pani 
Panchayats in the first Phase Projects have 
identified another group of 29 irrigation Projects 
covering an area of over 3 lakh hectares in its 
second Phase where Pani Panchayat Schemes 
are to be introduced. It is estimated that 688 nos. 
of Panchayats are to be formed to look after the 
irrigation systems of these 29 Projects. Works 
have already been started in these Projects and 
in different phases. Farmers have shown greater 
interest in these projects in formation of Pani 
Panchayats. 


Launching of Pani Panchayat on a Statewide 
Scale 


The Government of Orissa with a view 
to providing equitable, timely and assured 
irrigation have planned to introduce the concept 
of Pani Panchayat Scheme through farmers 
awareness programmes in all its irrigation 
projects. The concepts will finally lead to 
transfer of tertiary irrigation networks (Minors/ 
Sub-minors) to registered ‘Pani Panchayats’, 


The responsibility of operation and maintenance 
of (O & M) of the reservoir/diversion Weir (as 
the case may be) Dam, Spillways, Sluices, 
primary and secondary distribution networks 
etc. rests with the Department of Water 
Resources (DOWR), where as the responsibility 
of O & M of the tertiary systems i.e. (Below 
minor/sub-minor) will be with Pani Panchayat. 


The geographical extent of the 
programme covers the entire State comprising 
of about 16.00 lakh hectares of Major, Medium 


c 


G > 


& Minor irrigation command areas in all the 30 
districts of Orissa. 


Objectives of the Scheme 


The Primary objectives of the Pani 
Panchayat Scheme are the following : 


V To create awareness amongst farmers 1n 
the irrigated commands towards the 
benefits of formation of Pani Panchayat. 


V To create a feeling of unity and 
brotherhood among fellow farmers. 


To create a feeling among the farmers 
to visualise the created irrigated 
potentials as their own rather than that 
of Government. 


To build confidence amongst farmers 
regarding better returns once equitable, 
umely irrigation supplies are assured. 


To convince farmers for going for cash 
crops under crop- diversification 
programme to get better returns on their | 
investments, 


V To arrange Training and Workshops at 
State, District, Block and Panchayat 
levels with the help of experienced 
resource persons on PIM. 


To use user friendly Electronic, Audio- 
Visual, Print and local folk Media fot 
faster dissemination of the underlying 
Message of PIM. 

Advantages of Pani 


V 


Panchayat 


Guarantee of Setting full share of water 
through “Quota of water” proportionate 
to the CCA of the WUA; 


Right for Suggesting (Apex Committee) 
'Mprovements in the Main Syste™ 
Management. water delivery schedule 
ele. at the Project level; 

Participation i 
and man 
Pani P 


. . e 
Operation, maintenane 
4gement of he system under 
anchayat; 
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v Freedom of deciding own cropping 
pattern within the allocated water; 


V Thorough and timely maintenance for 
guarantee of drawing full allocated 
water; 


v Concessional water fees for the Pani 
Panclayat for collective bulk water 
supply; 

i Better service and amicable settlement 
of disputes in the use of water, 


V Better assistance from Department of 
Agriculture in all aspects of crop 
husbandry; 


v Own bank account for carrying out 
need-based maintenance. 


Formulation and working of Pani-Panchayat 


a) Pani Panchayats are formed on a three 

ter system with two informal associations and 

One formal association on minor/sub minor basis 

ne an ayacut ranging between 300-600 
a. 


(b) Chak committee is formed taking 
farmers one each from high land, middle land 
and low land areas of the ayacut of an outlet. A 
representative from the chak committee will be 
a member of the executive body of the Pani 
Panchayat, 


(C) Each beneficiary within the 
Concerned minor/sub-minor qua 
member of the concerned Pani Panchayat. 


tion of Pani Panchayat, a 
ciaries or 


ayacut of the 
lifies to be 


(d) For registra 
Minimum of 51% of the benefi 
beneficiaries processing 60% of command are 
required to be members. To be eligible as 4 
Member in Pani Panchayat, a token money of 
Rs.10 or as is decided by, -is collected as 
Membership fee. Registration of the Pani 

anchayat will be done along with necessary 
document like bye-law, general b 
Ste. by depositing necessary 4™ 
_- Tegistering authorities. 


ody resolution 
ount with the 


(e) A fund may be created in the form of 
share capital from the members of Pani 
Panchayat in order to take up maintenance work 
of canals or to attend any work of emergent 
nature with, of course, the permission of the 
Panchayat. This will be spent. by the authorized 
office bearers of the “Pani Panchayat.” 


The Organizational setup of a Pani 
Panchayat is shown in Fig. 


Role of Walmi in Pani Panchayat Scheme 


WALMI, Water & Land Management 
Institute (Orissa) established under the Water 
Resources Department, is a premier professional 
Training and Research Organisation of the State. 
The objective of the Institute is to train people 
of all levels from the grass root to the top 
enchelons for making effective technology 
transfer in water resources management for 
optimising agricultural productivity as well as 
to provide consultancy services and educating 
the mass through publication of literatures. 
Seminars, Symposiums, Workshops and other 
interative programmes in the utilisation of Water 
and Land resources and other inputs. Presently, 
the Institute is actively involved in conducting 
a wide range of training programmes for creating 
mass awareness amongst officers and farmers 
in the concept of Pani Panchayats. The current 
year training schedule is proposed to conduct 
55 training programmes in addition to another 
20 courses specially designed for “Introduction 
of the concept and implementation of Pani 
Panchayat Schemes in irrigated commands of 
the state”. The participants mainly include the 
Junior Engineers of Water Resources 
Department and Junior Agriculture Officers of 
Agriculture Department. Apart from this, two 
batches of senior officers consisting of the 
Executive Engineers of DOWR and DA/DAOs 
of Agriculture Department have also attended a 
3-day training programmes on the concept and 
ee of Pani Panchayats in the state 

n i ' : 
Core ie enePrgaRnS, th lst 
part training on Pani 


Cm 
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| Panchayat to about 600 nos. of Officials of both 
_ the Departments. Besides imparting training to 
trainers, WALMI has also extended the training 
"facilities to the office bearers of Pani 
| Panchayats. © 


The Institution is also involved as a 

| facilitator in 14 irrigation projects for formation 

of Pani Panchayats and its turnover. About 100 

_ well equipped staff have been positioned in 

| various irrigation project sites in order to help 
| formation and working of Pani Panchayats. 


| Conclusion 


| The Government of Orissa have initiated 
| 


| a major shift in its approach through Pani 
| 


Panchayat as the most appropriate institute for 
efficient water management and agricultural 
development. The reform process involves a 
decision making approach through farmers 
Participation. Steps taken so far represent only 
the beginning of a broader reform programme 


, requiring a number of years to develop further. 


This will pave the way for generation of new 


leadership in decision making on water 
management. 


sn | 


Source 


: Pani Panchayat in Orissa. Deptt. of Water 
Resources, Govt. of Orissa. 


A meeting was organised at 
Chanahat in Balipatna on June Di, 
2001. Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri 
Naveen Patnaik was the Chief Guest 
on the occasion. In his address, he laid 
emphasis on the participation of 
farmers in Pani Panchayats. He said 
that irrigation over an ayacut area of 
72,000 hactares of land has already 
been handed over to 160 Pani 
Panchayats. He also said that b the end iinoak 
lakh 32 thousand ha. would be entrusted ae ie = ee 


anchayats, 
Hon’ble Minister for Panchayati Raj, 


\ 
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WTO Agreement on Agriculture 


India’s P 
roposals on A i =H: 
Maslet Accose griculture-ll: 


O" of the important objectives of the world 
tera aes trade reforms is to expand 
cou kage opportunities across products and 
reductior eo he process of tariffication and 
Pertcst 1 in tariffs was expected to provide 
Ot os a to products from efficient 
after si ja agricultural commodities. Even 
_ ean years of implementation of the 
for oar on Agriculture (AoA) , the access 
Histon ucts from developing countries, 
r, continues to be impeded in the 

: o their high 

Le gered: domestic support policies 
eeais with high tariffs, tariff peaks, tariff 
A det tons and a plethora of non-tariff barriers. 
ailed analysis of these factors has already 
bmitted by a 


8roup of developing countries including India 
September 2000). 


o ty India would further like to highlight the 
Ge. at the opening of the markets, in the post 
i Pi Round phase, has taken place mainly 
fi es ere one countries. The share of exports 

eveloping countries, which constitute 


0 
ver three fourths of the WTO membership, 
% of the world 


less than what it was 
icipated increase in 
ped countries, 
ng the three 
Europe is the 
agricultural exports 
but the share of total 
ping countries 


25- 

ay 30 years ago. The ant 

th rer from developing to develo 
8, has not materialised. Amo 


Most ; 

fein important market for 

an developing countries, 
Icultural exports from develo 


into Western Europe has declined from 28% 

cent in 1994 to 28% percent in 1998. Th rast 
of agricultural exports of developing a tries 
into Japan has also fallen from 144% to fie 
during this period. valida 


3: In several country studi a 

on implementation or ye ae 
Agriculture in developing countries, it eek a 
observed that there was “asymmetr mn tt 
experience between the growth of food eh 
and the growth of agricultural export: ite 
trade liberalisation had led to oe 1 ia 
instantaneous surge in food import ne 
countries were not able to raise their ie cae 
It has further been observed that the pro hs 

marginalised small producers ie aaae ent 
unemployment and poverty. The Aas :, 
conclude that the challenge for these U, Ee 
lies in being able to maintain an a adie 
mechanism to safeguard the fivelitted or ie 
people engaged in agriculture. ae 


4. Given the volatility” i 
commodity markets and fe tai we 
in developing countries to bear risks ari noes 
of violent fluctuations in sioahaonltaaice i 
effective safeguard mechanism for Ese # an 
ide in imports becomes absolutely a8 ee 
preserving the livelihood of farmer: oe 
provision of general safeguards avail bien on 
the Agreement on Safeguards cit yao 
extremely difficult to invoke, as ae be 
devsonng countries can urrganise aly 
of the po) ero ae ee majority 
ent! ate Moreover, the time ee me 
oh seed provisions would render th hg 
gs infructuous as by the time a 
on is 
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taken farmers would have already suffered due 
to the adverse impact of volatile markets. There 
is thus a requirement for providing an effective 
safeguard mechanism on the lines of the Special 
Safeguard provisions (Article 5 of AoA) 
including provisions to put quantitative 
restrictions, which could be used by developing 
countries irrespective of tariffication for all 
products that they consider sensitive, On the 
same count developing country members must 
be allowed to maintain existing level of tariff 
bindings keeping in mind their developmental 
needs and the high distortions prevalent in the 
international market. 


Ds Agriculture is a way of life in most 
developing agrarian economies. Rapid growth 
of agriculture is essential for ensuring household 
food security and alleviation of poverty. In 
developing countries agriculture stil] contributes 
significantly to their overall GDP employs a 
large proportion of the work force, despite 
having uneconomical very small, unirrigated 
land holdings dependent on the vagaries of 
nature. Further tneir agricultural practices are 
labour intensive with relatively low intensity of 
farm ipputs. Consequently, the farm 
productivity is low. As most farmers in countries 
like India are engaged in subsistence land 
farming, their participation in international trade 
is very marginal. The food needs and supply 
gaps in developing countries is a developmental 
problem and thus all their policies for 
agricultural development aim at harnessing the 
, potential for increasing Productivity and 
preduction in the agricultural sector, Given these 
characteristics of agriculture in developing 
' countries and the absence of export subsidies 
and meagre domestic support, it is obvious that 
developing countries are not in any way 
responsible for the current distortions in 
international trade in agriculture, 


6. It is by now well established that the 
selective extension of high domestic support and 
export subsidies to a few commodities in the 


developed countries has not only eroded the 
competitiveness of products originating in 
developing countries but has also introduced an 
unfair competition for local producers and 
threatened their livelihood. Therefore, any tariff 
reduction commitments can be considered by 
developing countries only after substantial 
reduction has actually been effected by the 
developed countries in all the three areas of 


market access, domestic support and export 
subsidies. 


de The preamble of the Agreement on 
Agriculture recognises that the process of reform 
of trade in agriculture initiated during the 
Uruguay Round is a continuing process. The 
mandated negotiations would only carry forward 
the commitments made under the reform 
Programme. Thus, it is important that for the 
Currency of the negotiations the reform process 
should be Continued and not come to a standstill. 
Moreover, experience in the implementation of 
the agreement is an important component of the 
Ongoing Negotiations and it is by now well 
established that the anticipated benefits of 
liberalisation of trade in agriculture have not 
Materialised for developing countries. It is thus — 
portant that the WTO membership 
Particularly the developed countries undertake 
60 carry forward the reform process during the 
currency of the Negotiations at an accelerated 
Pace. AS a proof of their commitment to the 
reform Process and also to ensure that the reform 
Process continues even during the negotiations, — 
a down Payment by Way of bringing down thell — 
tariffs by at least 50% from the level existing 35 
ring the first year of negotiations 
80 a long way in building | 


confidence among the less developed members 


of the WTO. 
8. It has been observed that many products | 
of export j i 

Continue to fa 
commitments $ 


4 : : n 
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agricultural products, thereby leading to 
maintenance of high tariffs on some products 
like sugar, rice or dairy products by making 
substantial reductions on less sensitive tariff 
lines in which there is little trade”. 


9. The average tariffs in OECD countries 
in 1995 were 214 per cent for wheat, 197 per 
cent for barley, [54 per cent for maize. A joint 
UNCTAD /WTO Study on the post Uruguay 
Round Tariff Environment for exports from 
developing countries ( 1997) reports that QUAD 
countries maintain an extremely large variation 
of tariff rates. Their tariff peaks reach 350 per 
cent and above in extreme cascs for some 
products of interest to developing countries. One 
fifth of the peak tariffs of the US, a quarter of 
those of EU, about 30 per cent of those of Japan 
and about one seventh of those of Canada exceed 
30 per cent. The Study further reports that the 
Most important areas with the highest tariff rates 
elude the major agricultural staple foods, 
Cereals, meat, sugar, milk, butter and cheese as 
Well as tobacco products and cotton. In EU, for 
Instance, the out of quota. tariff for bananas 1S 
180%; in Japan these tariffs range between 460 
to 600 per cent for dried beans, peas and lentils 
. andin the U.S., groundnuts in ghell attract a tariff 
" of 164%, This Study also emphasizes that 
after full implementation of th : 
Wedges will continue to be significantly high 
On account of tariff escalation, which is a major 
factor preventing developing countries adi 
diversifying and increasing their share © 
Processed agricultural exports- Recently Japan 
has levied a tariff of about 1000% on 10° 


10. Article 13 of the A 
Agriculture is one of the outstan 
of AoA having actually awarde 
differential treatment in favour -@ Glause 
oe During the operation of this claus 
| developed country SUPP? : 
ape cieriptot fom possible countervailil 
_ actions in certain situations 2° specified f 
| Article. This has further skewed the terms 0 


e AoA, tariff 


trade in favour of developed countries. With a 
view to making the playing field even, it would 
be appropriate that the peace clause is abolished 
for developed countries. However, developing 
countries should as a special and differential 
treatment be given the flexibility of use of peace 
clause for a period of at least 10 years. 


11. The Special Treatment provided under 
Section A of Annex 5 of AoA which is presently 
enjoyed by only 3 or 4 countries for a few 
agricultural products like rice and cheese, should 
be done away with and tariff should be the only 
measure to regulate the imports. 


12. The tariff rate quotas (TRQs) established to 
provide minimum market access opportunities 
have also perpetrated trade distortions by 
legtimising quantitative restrictions, generation 
quota rents and denying market access to new 
comers. Allocation of quota licences with wide 
differences between in-quota and out of quota 
tariffs in the OECD food importing countries 
has a potential to generate excessive quota rents. 
Non-transparent administration of TRQs and 
preferential trade arrangements has contributed 
to low quota fill in several commodities. It is, 
thus, strongly felt that the TRQ system should 
not be allowed to be ‘embedded’ in the trade 
rules as it could easily become a form of 
‘managed’ trade, which would be a retrograde 
step in terms of the progressive liberalisation 
envisaged in the agricultural sector. 


PROPOSALS 


(i) An appropriate formula with a cap on 
tariff bindings should be evolved to 
effect substantial reduction in all tariff 
levels including peak tariffs and tariff 
escalations in developed countries. The _ 
developed countries should make a | 
down payment by way of bringing down 
the tariff bindings, as on 1-1-2001, b 
50% by the end of the year 2001. sd 


(ii) | As a special and differential measure 
the developing couptry members should 


eT 


(ili) 


(iv) 


(v) 
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be allowed to maintain appropriate 
levels of tariff bindings keeping in mind 
their, developmental needs and the high 
distortions prevalent in the international 
markets. The appropriate levels of tariff 
bindings will have to necessarily relate 
to the trade distortions in the areas of 
market access, domestic support and 
export competition being practised by 
the developed countries. 


A separate Safeguard mechanism on the 
“lines of the Special Safeguard 
provisions (Article 5 of AoA) along with 
a provision for imposition of 
Quantitative Restrictions under 
specified circumstances, should be made 
available to all developing countries 
irrespective of tariffication. in the event 
of a surge in the imports or a decline in 
prices and to ensure the food and 
livelihood security of their people. 


Even after the abolition of the peace 
clause (Article 13 of AoA), as a special 
and differential provision, measures 
taken by developing countries under 
Annex 2 (Green Box) and other 
domestic support measures conforming 
to Article 6 of AoA shall be exempt for 
a period of ten years from imposition of 
countervailing duties under the 
Agreement on Subsidies and 
Countervailing Measures and Article 
XVI of GATT 1994 and shall also be 
exempt from actions -based on non- 
violation nullification or impairment of 
the benefits of tariff concessions under 


paragraph I(b) of Article XXIII of GATT 
1994, 


Tariff Rate Quotas (TRQs) should be 
eventually abolished. In the intervening 
period, there should, however be 
substantial expansion of TRQs 
administered by developed countries. 
There should also be greater 


transparency in administration of TRQs 
by prescribing guidelines for complete 
uniformity across countries and products 
adopting a common base period for 
calculating domestic consumption for 
minimum market access commitment 
by the developed countries, mandatory 
filling up of TRQs by developed 
countries and stricter application of the 
MEN principle in allocation of TRQs 
with special preference being given to 
developing countries having less than 
$1000 per capita annual income. 
Allocation of TRQs should be for 
speciféc products and not for aggregated 
commodity groups. 
(vi) Developed country members should not 
be allowed to use SPS measures for 
protectionist purposes “by prescribing 
overly stringent trade restrictive SPS 
measures for denying market access to 
developing countries. 
(vit) Developing country members should be 
exempt from any obligation to provide 
any minimum market access. 
(viii) The provision of Special Treatment as 
provided in Section A of Annex 5 of 
AoA, which is enjoyed by a very few 
countries for a few products, should be 
removed as it is against the basic 
Principles of GATT. 


India’s Proposals on Agriculture-III: 
Export Competition “ 


I. Agriculture is the only sector of the 
world economy still marked by the existence of 
export subsidies. The disciplines evolved in the 
Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture have 
Proved to be grossly inadequate to correct these 
Most trade distorting policies maintained by 
about 25 WTO member countries. The 
developing country members of WTO have 
Serious concerns in regard to these subsidies 45 
they destabilise and depress the international 
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' Volume has increased for some partic 
| 1N major subsidising countries between 


‘ 5 ‘e 


Member countries have shi 
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market prices impacting adversely. farm incomes 
in developing countries. 


2. Export subsidies encourage inefficient 
production of agricultural commodities in 
developed countries while discouraging 
domestic production in food importing 
countries. They also introduce an unfair 
competition for the local producers and are 
totally inconsistent with a market-oriented 
framework for world agricultural trade. The 
Principal commodities. which have high 
incidence of export subsidies, include wheat, 
Coarse grains, oilseeds, vegetable oil. sugar, 
dairy products and fruits and vegetables, which 
also happen to be products of export interest to 
many developing countries. 


3. Under the export subsidy reduction 
commitments for the’ developed countries, the 
value of subsidies is to be reduced’ by 36 per 
cent from the base period 1986-90 and the 
volume of subsidised exports is to be decreased 
by 21 per cent in six years. The measure! 

of the reductions of the subsidies is to be o1 
basis of commodity aggregates. 


4. The information on the use of subsidies 


With respect to volume commitments and 
dicates that by 


budgetary outlay commitments in 

and large all the countries have complied with 
their overall reduction commitments at the 
aggregate level. However, as per the data 
Compiled by WTO Secretariat. the actual use of 


Subsidies in terms both of budgetary outlays and 
ular items 


1995 and 


menr 
n the 


1998. (G/AG/NG/S/5, 11 May, 2K) 
ntation of AoA during the 
o revealed that many 
fted export subsidies 


€tween products from year to year so as to 
target a few specific commodities and have also 
‘rolled over’ unused subsidies to the following 
Year resulting in a cumulative depressiv amet 
On prices in that year, croding the eompellt"? 
advantage of oifier . ting countries. ead 


I The impleme 
ast about 6 years has als 


is thus an immediate need to formulate effective 
measures to prevent the rolling over of unused 
subsidies to the next year. 


6. The export credits. guarantees and insurance 
programmes have not been included in the 
export subsidy reduction commitments under 
AoA. Mainly resource rich countries in order to 
maintain and enhance their exports operate these 
schemes, which are actually in the nature of 
export subsidisation. The absence of clear 
guidelines governing export subsidisation in the 
AoA has led to circumvention of export subsidy 
reduction commitments. The provision of export 
credit guarantees and price discounts for buyers 
substantially influences the quantity and 
direction of exports. The operation of such 
schemes has also to a great extent neutralised 
the effects of export subsidy reduction 
commitments under the Agreement. 


Th Article 16 of the Agreement on 
Agriculture refers to the Ministerial Decision 
on Measures Concerning Possible Negative 
Effects of the Reform Programme on Least 
Developed and Net Food Importing Countries 
thereby making it an integral part of Agreement. 
The concept of food aid, a prominent form of 
external assistance, is by nature and intention 
specifically designed to enhance food security. 
It refers. to some external resource transfer, 
normally in kind of food commodities, which 
provides food directly to beneficiaries in the 
recipient country or to the government in support 
of its food security or other developmental 
objectives. Food aid essentially evolved from 
surplus disposal programmes of the early 1950s. 
In recent times however, it has undergone lot of 
changes and has become increasingly complex. 
Some of the proposals by other member 
countries have highlighted the fact that the 
current provisions of Article 10.4 of the 
Agreement on Agriculture need to be revised 
and strengthened to prevent the abuse of food 
aid mechanism. The alarming tendency of don 

copntries to increase aid with a view a 
developing their markets negates the very spirit 
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of this mechanism. The ongoing negotiations 
should immediately address this issue to bring 
about greater transparency in the provision of 


_ food aid, which should be offered regardless of 


the world market prices. The recent General 
Council decision directing the Committee on 
Agriculture to follow-up on the Ministerial 
Decision is a first step towards this direction. 
which however, needs to be, complemented by 
the entire membership ‘by suggesting suitable 
guidelines for food aid as distinct from export 
subsidies. 


8. Another significant dimension of the 


current provisions on disciplining export 


subsidies under AoA is that countries, which 
notified the use of export subsidies in their 


~ original schedules could continue to use them, 
| albeit ina restrained manner, while the countries 
| which did not notify the use of subsidies in their 
| original schedules are not permitted to introduce 


them thereafter (Article 3.3). Besides, AoA 


| deprives the developing country members of 
| their right to provide export subsidies, which 


are otherwise permitted under Article 27, read 
with Annex VII of the Agreement on Subsidies 


"and Countervailing Measures (ASCM). There 


is thus every need to restore the rights negotiated 


__ by the developing countries under the ASCM. 


9. The preamble of AoA recognises that the 
process of reform of trade in agriculture initiated 
during Uruguay Round is a continuing one. 


Thus, it is extremely important that during the 


_ Moreover, the experience in the implementation. 


currency of the negotiations, the reform process 
should be continued and not come to a standstill. 


_ of AoA is an important component of the 


ongoing negotiations and it is by and large well 
established that the anticipated benefits of 
liberalisation of trade in agriculture have not 
materialised for the developing countries. It is 
therefore important that the WTO membership 
particularly the developed countries undertake 
to carry forward the reform process at an 
accelerated pace even during the negotiations, 
As a proof of their commitment to the reform 


process and for carrying it forward, it is proposed 
that developed countries should make a down 
payment during the year 2001 by way of 
effecting a reduction of 50% in the value as well 
as in the volume of subsidised exports from the 
level existing on 1.1.2001. 


PROPOSALS 


(i) Export subsidies on all agricultural products 
should be eliminated in the first 2 years 
of implementation, both in terms of 
export subsidy outlays and subsidised 
volumes. As a down payment, the 
subsidy outlays and subsidised volumes 
should be reduced by 50% from the level 
maintained in the year 2000 by the 
developed countries by the end of 2001. 


During the transition period also, no 
‘rolling over’ of unused export subsidies 
should be allowed. 


(ii) 


(iii) All forms of export subsidisation 
including export credit, guarantees, 
Price discounts and insurance 
programmes ete. in developed countries 
should be added to the export subsidies 
and should be subjected to the overall 
disciplines applicable to export 
subsidies, 

(iv) Taking into account the needs and 


Special conditions of developing 
countries: 


The existing special and differential 
treatment for developing countries under 


Article 9.4 of the AoA should continue: 
and 


Special dispensation for developing 
Countries provided under Article 27 read 
with Annex VII of the Agreement 0? 
Subsidies ang Countervailing Measures 
should prevail over Article 8 of AoA: 
(i) Atticle 13 
t 


Provisions of part (v) of AoA, shoul 
be abolished forthwith. 


{c), which gives protection 
© export subsidies that conform to the 
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After the abolition of the peace clause 
(Article 13 of AoA), the provisions 
under Article 9.1 (d) & (e) permitted to 
be used. by developing Countries 
without any reduction commitments 
under Article 9.4 of AoA should be 
tetained as such and should be exempt 
from countervailing duties and actions 
based on Article XVI of GATT 1994 
and the Agreement on Subsidies and 
Countervailing Measures. 


(it) 


India’s Proposals on Agriculture-IV: 
Domestic Support 


1, The long-term objective of the 
Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) to “establish 
a fair and market-oriented agricultural trading 
System”, was sought to be achieved “through 
the establishment of strengthened and more 
Operationally effective GATT rules and 


| disciplines”. One such set of disciplines 


| to discipline and those with 


comprised the domestic support reduction 
commitments, which were undertaken under the 
AoA by Member countries with an aim to 
Correct price distortions and allow market forces 
to determine the level and composition of 


agricultural production. 


2. A significant feature of AoA was the 


distinction between support measures that were 
Considered trade distorting and therefore, subject 
“no or at most 


minimal trade distorting effects” and which 


_ Could be allowed to be maintained without any 


"based on Secretariat Paper (G 
| dated 15.6.2000) reveals t 


ceiling or reduction commitments. Some 


Countries complied ‘with the reduction 
Commitments regarding i faa 
Measurement of Support (AMS) by 


restructuring their domestic support a ae 
Programmes,’ Some of them have also shifte 
their potentially ‘trade distorting’ measures from 


the B i Green Box. An analysis 
fein earns / AGING/S/ 12 


hat there is an 
diture under the 


appreciable increase in expen aie 
base period in 


Green Box in 1997/98 over the 


major developed countries. In most cases it has 
also resulted in an overall increase in the 
quantum of support to their agricultural sector. 
Certain countries have also taken undue 
advantage by including the quantum of Blue 
Box support in their initial base period 
calculations of AMS, as in the subsequent years 
there were no reduction commitments for this 
category of Blue Box support, Such countries 
thus, got the unintended benefit of being able to 
achieve reduction in their domestic support 
without actually having to effect any reduction, 


3. Among the Green Box measures, the 
expenditure on ‘de-coupled income support’ and 
direct income payments has increased 
substantially during the implementation period. 
The share of the total direct payments under the 
Green Box measures is estimated to have 
increased from 23 per cent in 1995 to 43 percent 
in 1998 (G/AG/NG/S/2-19th April. 2000), The 
‘de-coupled’ support and other supports under 
paras 5,6 & 7 of Annex 2 (Green Box) and the 
production limiting subsidies under Article 6,5 
(Blue Box) of AoA are not as minimally trade 
distorting as is made out on account of the 
following reasons: 2 


(i) The ability of the farmers to take risk as 
well as to make farm investments 
substantially increases if support in the 
form of assured payments including de- 
coupled income support is provided, 
since such payments entail insurance 
and wealth effects. 

(ii) These direct payments encourage 

greater use of farm inputs and enhance 

access to technology leading to over- 
production, which in turn distorts 
agricultural markets, 

(iii) De-coupled or direct payments can be a 

powerful incentive to maintain or’ 

increase current production in the 
expectation of receiving higher levels of 
future support, 


(iv) | De-coupled or direct payments have 
been found to increase land values 
resulting in maintenance of land in 
farming rather than putting it to some 


other economicully better use, 


(v) De-coupled or direct payments heavily 
subsidise the cost of production, which 
enables the receivers of such support to 
capture a substantial share in the export 
markets at the cost of more efficient 
producers. 


4. The provisions of Annex-2 of the AoA 
particularly paras 5, 6 & 7 have enabled high 
subsidising countries to enhance their overall 
level of support to agriculture, This is evident 
from the Producer Support Estimate (PSE) 
figures for all.OECD countries, which have 
increased from US $ 246 billion in 1986-88 to 
US $ 283 billion in 1999. For a few developed 
countries, the PSE is not only high as compared 
to the base period but has also risen sharply since 
1997. As also borne out by data from OECD, 
Total Support Estimate (TSE) in OECD 
countr\es in 1999 amounted to US $ 361 billion 
which is much higher than the $308 billionTSE 
figure during the period 1986-88. This TSE 
figure of OECD countries is approximately six 
times of the total value of the current annual 
agricultural production in India. 


5. Agriculture is a way of life, in most 
developing agrarian economies. Rapid growth 
of agriculture is essential for ensuring household 
food security and alleviation of poverty .In 
developing countries agriculture stil] contributes 
significantly to their overall GDP and employs 
a large proportion of the work force. The land 
holdings are, however very small, un-irrigated 
and dependent on the vagaries of nature, F urther, 
the agricultural practices are labour intensive 
with relatively low intensity of farm inputs. 
Consequently, the farm productivity in 
developing countries is low. As most farmers 
in countries like India are engaged in subsistence 
farming, their participation in international trade 


is marginal. The food needs and supply gaps in 
developing countries is a developmental 
problem and thus all their policies for 
agricultural development aim at harnessing the 
potential for increasing productivity and 
production in the agricultural sector. Given these 
characteristics of agriculture in developing 
countries with very meagre domestic support 
and the virtual absence of export subsidies, by 
no stretch of imagination can their domestic 
agricultural policies be considered trade 
distorting. 

6. 


Moreover, developing countries suffer 
“from 


an inherent disadvantage of limited 
financial resources as compared to resource rich 
countries, and are, therefore, not in a position 
to have a high subsidy regime. Article 7.2 (b) 
of the AoA also institutionalises this disparity 
by allowing the high subsidising countries to 
maintain 80 per cent of their base level AMS 
while prohibiting the low income countries from 


going beyond the de minimis level of 10% of 
the value of their a 


makes the AoA 
discriminatory, It 
items in Annex-2 
developing world, 
Conditions prevalen 
Given the diverse c 


Provisions inequitous and 
is also noted that most of the 
are not widely used in the 
tailored, as they are to .the 
t in the developed countries. 
t Onditions and varying stages 
of agricultural development in developing 
countries, the need for making some additional 
Provisions to enable them to pursue policies 
aimed at increasing agricultural production an 

productivity is thus necessary. For instance, 
Input Subsidies given to crops wherein 
Productivity levels are below the world averag& 
should be covered under the Green Box: 


siege nies flexibility should therefore be allowe 
to developing coun 


policies through the 


7. The social a 
of agriculture in 
senerally reflecte 
substantial contr 
GDP, low Lev 


Green Box. 
nd economic vulnerability 
developing countries '§ 


ibution of agriculture to the!” 
el of commercialisation © 


36> 


d $ 
d in parameters such 4° — 


gricultural production. This 


tries to administer such | 
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agriculture, low productivity, weak market 
Orientation, preponderance of small and 
Marginal farmers, uneconomical operational 
landholdings, lack of infrastructure, dependence 
©n monsoons; susceptibility to natural 
calamities, and dependence of a very large 
Percentage of population on agriculture for their 
livelihood etc. Such vulnerability fully justifies 
the extension of special provisions to the 
developing country members for ensuring their 
food and livelihood security concerns. 


8. Another possible option for providing 
the Necessary support to the farm sector in 
developing countries, which in turn would lead 
‘0 increased production, helping them to achieve 
4 certain amount of self.sufficiency in food 
8rains, could be by way of exempting the 
Product specific support given to low income 
and resource poor farmers from AMS 
Calculations. This would be in addition to the 
xemption given to non-product specific support 
Provided to this-category of farmers under 


 Atticle 6.2 of the AoA. 


a It was expected that with the domestic 
‘Upport reduction commitments under AoA, 
Production of agricultural products (notably 
“<teals) in highly subsidised countries would fall 
and the output in non- subsidising and, therefore, 
°W-cost producing countries would expand by 
90. However, as a consequence of ee 
“Symmetrical provisions of the AoA and their 
“Ckadaisical implementation by the developed 
“ountries, the post-AoA experience establishes 
that the anticipated production changes in terms 
levels and locational shifts have not 
materialised, This is also borne out by the recon” 
th 9 production estimates, which indicate ae 
“te has been insignificant change 1? Wor 
“ereal production between 1995 and 1999. 


10, Moreover, selective extension of high 
“omestig support to a select few epennionlny 
n Eveloped countries has aad i 
“utralised the competitiveness and the potentia 

arket access that would have been available 


to developing countries. For example. 
commodities of interest to developing countries 
like dairy , meat, sugar, poultry .cereals and 
fruits and vegetables etc. have been extended 
maximum support/subsidies in developed 
countries. which has negated the comparative 
advantage of developing countries in these 
commodities. 


1: Article 13 of the Agreement on 
Agriculture is one of the outstanding examples 
of AoA in fact having accorded a special and 
differential treatment in favour of developed 
countries. During the operation of this clause, 
developed country support policies have 
enjoyed exemption from countervailing action. 
This has further skewed the terms of trade in 
favour of developed countries. With a view to 
making the playing field even, it would be 
appropriate if the peace clause were abolished 
for developed countries. However, developing 
countries as a special and differential measure 
should be allowed the use of peace clause for a 
further period of at least 10 years. It is also felt 
that a rationalisation of the subsidies/support 
exempt under Article 13(a) & (b) is required. 
While Annex 2 measures, which are minimally 
trade distorting, should continue to be exempt 
under Article 13(a) during its currency for 
developed countries, the ‘trade distorting’ 
measures under Annex 2 (paras 5. 6 & 7) should 
actually be clubbed with the measures listed out 
in Article 13(b) as they are as trade distorting 
as the Blue Box payments covered under Article 
6.5 and thus do not merit separate treatment. 


12: During the course of implementation of | 
AoA, certain operational problems have also 
been encountered by the developing countries 
in the calculation of AMS for the purpose of 
estimating the domestic support. These. include 
effect of inflation and exchange rate fluctuation 
on the methodology of calculation of AMS. The 
rate of inflation varies widely between countries 

The average prices in developing countries fe 


1996 were 656% higher than in 1990 compared 
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to only 19% in industrialised countries 
(International Financial Statistics Yearbook 
quoted in AIE/33), 


13; The depreciation in currencies has also 
rendered any comparison between the base year 


| and current year AMS figures quite meaningless. 


For example, the value of the Indian currency 
(Rupee) in 1999-2000 has depreciated by over 
70% of its value in 1986-87 vis-a-vis the US 
dollar. 


14. In the context of calculation of AMS. It 
is observed that in calculating the “product 
specific” or market price support component of 
AMS. ifan Applied Administered Price is lower 
than the External Reference Price (ERP). the 


_ result will be a negative figure. The non-product 


Specific support, given the nature of 
methodology of its quantification, will either be 


_ Zero or a positive figure only. The Aggregate 
| Measure of Support. as the name itself implies. 


is the sum of all measures comprising domestic 
support to the agricultural sector, It is only such 
a summation of negative and positive support 
which truly reflects the total domestic support 
given to the agricultural sector. Thus negative 
AMS values,‘ which are indicative of the fact 


| that an Administered Price is at a lower leve| 
than the corresponding External Reference Price 
' should be reflected appropriately through 


' be able to use negative Prod 


negative figures. Members should accordingly, 


Uct specific support 
to offset positive Non-product Specific support 


to arrive at Aggregate Measure of Support under 


_ the Agreement. 


15. Besides, the Provisions for S&D 


| treatment for developing countries also need to 
| be spelt out in terms of concrete obligations 


taking into account their experience in 
implementation of the AoA, the differing levels 


_ of economic development, the role of agriculture 


in economies with a large rural population and 
the need to preserve food and livelihood security 
taking into account the vulnerability of their 


' agricultural sector, 


16. In view of the uneven playing field due 
to continued high level of distortions in 
agricultural trade, it is extremely important that 
developing countries have the flexibility to use 
appropriate policies to address the problems 
facing their agricultural sector. The developing 
countries do not intend to use these measures 
for achieving an unjustified share in the world 
market. The ongoing negotiations are thus an 
appropriate Opportunity to take stock of the fact 
that the trade policies being practiced by 
developed countries have created serious trade 
distortions and need to be effectively 
disciplined. Necessary corrective action will 
have to be taken to allow the emergence of 
developing countries as equal trading partners. 


17. The preamble of the Agreement on 
Agriculture recognises that the process of reform 
of trade in agriculture initiated during the 
Uruguay Round is a continuing process. The 


the commitments made under the reform 


programme. Thus it is important that during the — 


currency of the negotiations the reform process 
should be continued and not come to a standstill. 
Moreover, experience in the implementation of 
th 


Ongoing negotiations and it is by now well 


© agreement is an important component of the _ 


established that the anticipated benefits of 


liberalisation of trade in agriculture have not 
materialised for developing countries. It is thus 
important that that the WTO membership 


Particularly the developed countries undertake 
to carry forwa 


currency of the Negotiations at an accelerated 
pace. As q p 


Toof of their commitment to the 
reform process and for continuing the reform 
Process, q down pa 
Of negotiations itself would go a long way 
building confidence among the less develop? 

members of the WTO. 

PROPOSALS 

@ Direct Payments along with decoupled 
‘ncome support and Government 


yment during the first ye" 


rd the reform process during the 


| 


iT 


mandated negotiations would only carry forward | 


at 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


) 
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financial participation in income 
insurance and income safety-net 
programmes (paras 5.6: & 7 of Annex 
2) as well as direct payments under 
production limiting programmes (Art. 
6.5) should be included in the non 
product specific Aggregate 
Measurement of Support and should be 
subject to reduction commitment so as 
not to exceed the de minimis level. i.e. 
5% (for developed countries) and 10% 
(for developing countries) of the value 
of that Member’s total agricultural 
production (Article 6.4). 


Product specific support provided to 


low-income resource poor farmers 
should be excluded from the AMS 
calculations. as is the case for the non- 
product specific support as pet para 6.2 
of AoA. 


The total domestic 
brought down belo 
level within a maximum period of three- 
years; by developed countries and in five 
years by the developing country 
Members. The developed countries 
should make a down payment by the end 
of the year 2001. through @ 50% 
reduction in the domestic support from 
the level maintained during the year 
2000; or by the amount as iS higher than 
the de minimis, whichever is lower. 

of notifying the 
a stable currency 


support should be 
w the de minimis 


domestic support in 


basket of currencies ; 
ncidence of 


the i 
rate variat 


ecific support 


dto be adjusted 
ct specific 


for taking into account 
inflation and exchange 


ions. 


Negative product SP 
figures should be allowe 
against the positive non-produ 
AMS support figures- 


While product specific supp? 
be calculated at the aggres? 


rt should 
te level. 


(vii) 


(viii) 


(ix) 


(x) 


(xi) 


_—— SS ST eee 


support to anyone particular commodity 
should not be allowed to exceed the 
double of the de minimis limit of that 
oo as prescribed under Article 


Support extended under paras 5.6 and 7 
of Annex-2 should be shifted from 
Article 13 (a} to 13 (b} of the Peace 
Clause. However, the Peace Clause must 
lapse as already provided in AoA. 


The provisions of Article 6.4 of AoA 
should prevail over the stipulation 
contained in Article 13 (b} (ii} of the 
Agreement. 


After the abolition of the peace clause 
(Article 13 of AoA), as a special and 
differential provision. measures under 
Annex 2 (Green Box} and other | 
domestic support measures conforming | 
to Article 6 of AoA sh 


All be exempt from imposition of | 
countervailing duties under the 
Agreement on Subsidies and 
Countervailing Measures and Article 
XVI of GATT 1994 and shall also b 
exempt from actions based on ig 
violation nullification or impairment of | 
the benefits of tariff concessions under 
paragraph 1 (b) of Arti | 
ED (b) Article XXIII of | 


All measures taken by developi 
countries for poverty alleviation ae 
development, rural employment - 
diversification of agriculture lull be | 
exempted from any redu ed | 
commitments. gi 


"India's Proposals on Agriculture-I : 
pees 1:F a 
was published in Orissa Review, er aia ity 


Source : 


WTO Agreement on Agri 
ri re: 
griculture : India's 


Proposals. New Delhi : Ministr 
é : of 
Industry/Agriculture, 2001. meena & 
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ee 4 4}°};}5£<.CE 


C ORISSA REVIEW - JULY - 2001 >) 
Tiger, Tiger, Burning Bright 


A P.I.B. FEATURE 


Btis. pride, the majestic tiger, Royal Bengal 


tiger is on the way to near extinction. In the near 
future, India’s captive tigers and the 300 
collections will be a rare sight to our children. 
Our future generation will be satisfied with the 
picture books of Royal Bengal tigers and with 
the illustrated books of wild life rare animals., 


The captive tiger is clearly no less 
threatened than the wild tiger. Their existence 
hangs on a thread. It is odd but true that the 
majestic awesome creature that is tiger, the very 
personification of terror in folk tales throughout 
the country, is now a sorry creature. Threatened 
by the human terror, poachers and encroachment 
of tiger habitats by land grabbers, the tiger is 
fighting for its existence in the small pockets of 
forest in our country. 


There were an estimated 30,000 to 
40,000 tigers in India at the dawn of the 20th 
century. By 1964; the number came down to 
4,000. A decade later, even that meagre number 


was halved. There were no more than 2000 tigers 
in India. 


Very recently our social justice and 
empewerment minister, Mrs, Maneka Gandhi 
has said that, “India has less than 800 tigers, 
though the census figures is around 4,500”. She 
expressed scrious doubts over the tiger 
population in the country and called for stern 
steps to stop poaching of the big cats. 
Government of India spent annually Rs.8 crore 


to maintain the 23 tiger sanctuaries in the 
country. 


Dilip Malakar 


Poachers are the real threat to tigers in 
India, some months ago Delhi police seized I1 
tiger skin and body parts of tigers which was 
destined for export, valued almost several lakhs 
of rupees. 


A poacher was caught with two new 
born baby tigers in a forest near Alipurduar 
(Jalpaiguri district in West Bengal), The two 
tiger cubs were caught by the poacher for export 
abroad and can fetch easily several lakhs of 
Tupees. A special task force team in Uttar 
Pradesh caught recently a poacher-smugglet 
who had earlier smuggled out of the country 40 
(forty) skins of tigers and leopards. The leopard 
skin were “retailed” for Rs.20,000 each. A tiger 
skin could even fetch more than RS.1 lakh each., 


Killing of tigers was once a sport and 
humanitarian task, Moreover, it fetched rewards: 
In the first six months of the year 1864, 349 
tigers were killed in the Central Province 
India amounting to a total of Rs.16,480. After 
the Second World War (1939-1945). tiget 
hunting became a far easier sport. Hunters 
competed for bigger records and larger trophies: 
India’s record of | 1,000 tiger trophies was hel 
by the Maharaja of Surguja alone. 


Between 
availability of 
to cruise into 
beast w 
the mar 
wild ar 
Started 
of inse 


1940s and 1970s, the 
guns emboldened ordinary peoP' 
forests at night and kill whatevel 
aS caught in the headlight. In additio" 
ket for skins and parts of tiger and othe! 
uimals became lucrative and village’ 
Killing for profit. The easy availabilltY 
Cticides and rodent killers proved handy: 


eee 
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There is no telling how many tigers and leopards 
have succumbed to poison. 


A Veteran naturalist and conservator of forest 
in North India stated that in his 25 years of work 
with tigers, he had seen only 28 live leopards. 
Yet one December morning in 1999, he found 
the skins of 50 leopards when the sales tax 
officers of Gaziabad, (U.P.) seized a truck. 


, Selling tiger skins and tiger body parts 
in India and abroad is a lucrative business. Apart 
from tiger skins, tiger nails, bones, tooth, fat, 
male tiger gender part etc fetches 300 dollars to 
500 dollars per item. And the customer countries 
ate, China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Singapore. The Sheikdoms in the Middle Easts 
Arab amirs, Europe is a market for tiger and 
leopard skins. Medicine and potion are made 
from tiger parts in the east Asia and Arab 
Countries as well in our home market. 


How to conserve the majestic tiger isa 
thought that has pre occupied naturalists, wild 
a lovers and even game hunters. The term 

Abhayarannya”, which literally means 
Sanctuary, was originally coined by none other 
than Kautilya. In his treatise on Statecraft, 
Arthashastra, written in about 300 B.C., he lays 
down that certain forests were to be specially 
Protected. There was to be strict supervision not 
only of animals but also of birds and fish. The 
extraction of timber, burning of charcoal, 
Collection of grass, fuel and leaves, the cutting 
Of cane and bamboo, trapping for fur, skins and 
tooth and bones were all totally prohibited. 


2s Convention on 


International Trade in Endangered Species 
(CITES) has reported that “CITES would look 
Into the possibility of assisting countries 
eradicate trade in tiger products wail ee 
Posing a serious threat to the tiger population. 

hat we are tackling here is 4 dangerous ane 
Secretive market in the trade of tiger products. 


United Nation 


India is in special danger because it has the 
largest tiger population in the world making ita 
large poaching centre.” 


The Royal Bengal Tiger has been 
numbered about 250 tigers in the Sundarbans 
Tiger Reserve. At the same reserve forest there 
are nearly 30,000 spotted deer and 11,000 wild 
pigs at any point of time. About 17% food for 
Sunderban’s Royal Bengal tiger comes from 
aquatic sources — like fish, crab, turtle, water 
monitor. Poachers pose real menace to the Royal 
Bengal Tiger. Royal Bengal Tiger parts fetche 
huge amounts of dollars. 


The estimated number of tigers in India 
in 1995 as distributed among the 23 tiger reserve 
sanctuaries are as follows : |. Bandipur | 
(Karnataka)-56, 2. Corbett park (U.P.)-128, 3. ; 
Kanha (MP)-97, 4. Manas (Assam)-94, 5S. 
Melghat (Maharastra)-70, 6. Palamau (Bihar)- 
47, 7. Ranthambore (Rajasthan)-38, 8. Simlipal 
(Orissa)-97, 9. Sundarbans (W. Bengal)-250, 10. 
Peryar (Kerala)-39, 11. Sariska (Rajasthan)-25, 
12. Buxa (W. Bengal)-30, 13. Indravati (MP)- 
15, 14. Nagarjunasagar (AP)-34, 15. Nadpha 
(AP)-52, 16. Dudhwa (UP)-98, 17. Kalakad- 
Mundanthurai (T.N.)-15, 18. Valmiki (Bihar)- 
32, 19. Pench (MP)-27, 20. Tadoba-Amdheri 
(Maharastra)-27, 21. Bundhavgarh (MP)-46, 22. 
Panna (MP)-22, 23. Dampka (Mizoram)-5. 


World Wildlife Fund (WWF) tiger 
conservation programme launched in 1997-1999 
in India aims to contribute towards supression 
of the illegal trade in tiger parts, strengthening 
protected area management and antipoaching 
operations, improving the planning of protected 
areas and other tiger habital zones, promoting 
conservation education and public awareness 
and generating additional financial resources for 
tiger conservation in India. 


—_— 
Source : www.pib.nic.in 
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Towards Gender Justice 


A P.I.B. FEATURE 


Article 14 of the Constitution ensures gender 
equality. Article 15 prohibits discrimination on 
ground of sex. Article 16 provides for equality 
of opportunity in public employment. Article 
15 (3) of the Constitution permits the State to 
make special provisions for women and 
children. Article 39 enjoins the State to provide 
an adequate means of livelihood to men and 
women. Article 51 A (e) makes ita duty of every 
citizen to renounce practices derogatory to the 


dignity of women. 


| provisions, it is noticed that severa 


In the light of these Constitutional 
| forms of 


gender-based discriminations still exist. The full 


potential of women remains under-utilised. The 
implementation of these laudable Constitutional 


_ postulates has not been satisfactory. 


In its march towards full gender justice, 


| India has declared 2001 as the Year of Women 
| Empowerment. Hence there is a need to address 


vital issues for creation of maternity fund, ban 


| on sex-determination tests, reservation for 


women in Government jobs, treating bride 


_ burning and dowry deaths as murders, 


| provisions of pubic toilets and smokeless 


chulhas in villages, more hostels for single 


| women in urban areas, making them as joint 


owners of house and land and making women 
co-sharers in the wealth and incomes of their 
husbands to bring women on par with men in 


the real sense. 


Besides, the Government of India has 
enacted 39 Central laws which have sought to 


empower women on par with men during the 


last two centuries. While some of these laws are 
being re-adjusted in the current year, a new law 
to prevent domestic violence against women 1s 


underway to improve the human rights of our 
women. 


Section 36 of the Indian Divorce Act, 
1869, Section 36 of the Special Marriage Act, 
1954, Section 24 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 
1955 and Section 39 of the Parsi Marriage and 


Divorce Act, 1936 contain provisions for — 


making an application to the court for alimony 
pendente lit, i.e. pending litigation. There is no 
Provision in the existing Acts for prompt 
disposal of applications for grant of interim 
maintenance. The purpose of tee 
maintenance is defeated in case the = aaa yo 
for alimony pendente lite is not disposed 0 

Promptly. In order to ensure quick disposal of 
the applications for grant of alimony pendente 
lite the Central Government has decided i 
amend the said four Acts to provide for dispos@ 

of applications for grant of alimony pendente 
lite within sixty days from the date of application 
verified by affidavit. 


p 
Often there is a tendency on the part 0° 


the litigants to obtain frequent adjournments 0? 
various grounds. Some of them may not be 
strong enough for seeking adjournments. - 
order to curb the tendency to obtain freque? 


w 
divorce on frivolous grounds, the Law — 


Commission of India in its 27th , 54th , 55th 
and 129th reports has recommended that = 
tendency to obtain frequent adjournments © 
frivolous grounds should be curbed. a 
Malimath Committee also recommended th? 


ce 
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suitable measures should be taken for speedy 
disposal of the cases pending in courts. The 
Committee on Subordinate Legislation 
(Eleventh Lok Sabha) has also recommended 
that the tendency to obtain adjournments on 
frivolous grounds should be curbed. 


Such frequent adjournments in litigation, 
under personal laws in particular, for seeking 
Interim orders from the courts has been engaging 
the Central Government’s attention. 


The Government has also decided to 
amend Section 125 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code so as to omit the ceiling amount of rupees 
five hundred for maintenance’ and also make a 
Similar provision for prompt disposal of 
applications under the Act. 


Section 125 of the Criminal Procedure 


_ Code contains a ceiling of maintenance of rupees 


five hundred which was fixed in 1955 and 


retained in the Act of 1973. The said Section 
does not contain any provision for interim 
maintenance although the Supreme Court has 
granted interim maintenance under its inherent 
powers. The Central Government has decided 
to remove the ceiling of maintenance specified 
under Section 125 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code and to provide for interim maintenance 
and expenses for proceedings and for disposal 
of application for interim maintenance and 


expenses within sixty days from the date of 


service of notice. 


The aforesaid amendments are proposed 
to be effected in the Monsoon Session of 
Parliament beginning in the third week of July, 
2001. With that the deserted and divorced or 
to-be-divorced women will get quick relief in 
terms of alimony. 


Source : www.pib.nic.in 


BRIDGE OVER THE BAITARANI INAUGURATED 


His Excellency the Gove 
over the river Baitarani, on Sua ad 
second day of his two-day visit to Keonjhar district. 


Earlier, he had visited Manoj Manjari Sishu Bhavan and the School 


for the Deaf and 
expressed his satisfa 
also reviewed the dev 
of the district attended. He advise 


people with sympathy. 


ror, Shri M.M. Rajendran inaugurated a bridge 
kati-Dubuna road on June 28, 2001, on the 


the Dumb, where he had planted saplings. His Excellency 
ction over the computerisation of Bansapal block. He 
elopment programmes ina meeting, which all officers 
d them to listen to the grievances of the 
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Self Help Groups 


Introduction 


overty reduction is the major concern of 
( Epa development strategies in India. 
Experience in implementing a wide range of 
rural development programmes in the country 
suggests that the incidence of poverty cannot 
be brought down through wage employment 
programmes alone. Creation of viable and 
sustainable self employment through micro 
credit should be complementary to this strategy. 
An inadequate supply of credit is an important 
constraint on production in many developing 
countries. Making credit available, particularly 
to the rural poor, is thus considered essential to 
alleviate poverty and promote economic 
development. Although informal credit markets 
operate widely in rural areas, moneylenders 
typically charge very high interest rates, 
inhibiting the rural poor from investing in 
productive income increasing activities. Credit 
as a means of poverty reduction, has been 
recognized by the Govt. and Banks, for the past 
several years. The Integrated Rural 
Development Programme (IRDP), launched in 
1979-80, was the biggest poverty alleviation 
effort in India through self employment. The 
programme aimed at providing loans with 
investment subsidy to poor families, identified 
by Govt. agencies, for both income generation 
and asset creation. However, the recovery 
performance under IRDP was relatively poor 
compared to the overall recovery performance 
of the banks. The programme also had a 
debilitating effect on the health of the financial 
institutions due to increasing proportion of non- 
performing assets to the loan portfolio as a result 


of defaults in loan repayments by borrowers, 
directives of the Government to the Banks to 
lend at concessional rates of interest leading to 
insufficient margins, fixing of targets, lack of 
freedom in the choice of clientele, etc. 


To rectify the situation, Government has 
restructured the self employment programmes, 
based on experience in different parts of India 
and across the globe. These have demonstrated 
that free association of the poor themselves into 
Self Help Groups (SHGs) and entrusting the 
schemes directly to these groups is the best way 
to implement the anti-poverty programmes 
locally. It has been seen that the SHG route 1s 
one of the most effective methods of delivery 
of credit to the unreached poor. The focus 1 
just not SHG but poverty and its eradication 
through credit. An important factor in the 
success of many of these ventures has been the 
involvement of the poor in designing, planning, 
implementation and evaluation of the projects. 
Access to credit especially to the poor creates 
additional self employment opportunities almost 
immediately, and the poor experience vital 
increase in income besides insurance against 
shocks which can destabilise their household 
economy. Micro credit refers to a self regulating 
demand driven credit delivery mechanism 
wherein the asset less poor save and borrow out 


of group funds for both consumption an 
production purposes. 


A new programme known 48 
“Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana 
(SGSY) has been launched from April 1999 by 
Government of India. This is a holisti¢ 
programme covering all aspects of s¢! 


—_— 
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employment such as organisation of the poor 
into Self Help Groups, training, credit, 
technology, infrastructure and marketing. SGSY 
indicates a paradigm shift in the rural credit 
delivery system in India. The focus is on Self 
Help Groups (SHGs) especially of women as 
8rassroots mechanism to provide credit out of 
8toup funds. The money saved by the members 
are pooled and used as a revolving fund to 
Provide credit for consumption and production 
Purposes. Thereafter bank linkage is provided 
and loans are advanced to the members on the 
basis of priority determined by the group. 


The concept of micro credit to the 


_ Poorest member of the society by organising 
them into groups was the brain child of 


Bangladeshi Economics Professor Mohammed 
unus, the founder of Grameen Bank. It started 


- Saresearch project in 1976 and as a full fledged 


ank in 1983. In India with a view to developing 
a Supplementary credit delivery mechanism to 
reach the Poor in a cost effective and sustainable 
Manner, the National Bank for’ Agriculture and 
Rural Development (NABARD) introduced a 


_ Pilot project for linking 500 SHGs with banks 
| 0 1992 after thorough discussion with the 


®serve Bank of India (the Central Banking 
Uthority for India), Commercial Banks and 
8. The concept has proved to be successful 

8nd in the last 8 years, there has been a massive 


| “caling up in Self Help Group activities 


What are SHGs 


Self Help Groups are voluntary 
“SOciations of people formed to attain a 


collective goal with a commitment and sense o 
direction and plan for the future, People who 
are homogeneous in term socio-economic 
background or traditional occupation come 
together for a common cause for the benefit of 
group members. Some of the common 
characteristics of functioning of these groups are 
indicated below: 

V They come together to work for a 

common purpose. 


° 
of __ The people who come together have a 


common interest. No Purposeful 
dialogue can take place until the 
members have a common interest. 

V The members have .&@ common 
understanding of their reasons for 
meeting, of themselves as members. 

V Members meet regularly and participate 
actively. 

V Every member — should know 
membership criteria and responsibilities, 
as well as the rights. ° 

V They have decided on some rules and 

procedures for their being together and 

working together. 

There must be an identified leadership, 

Members should take collective action 

and carry out upon decided plans. 

V There should be free and 
communication. 


a 


Open 


Source: Self Help Groups and SGsyY : A Manual. 
Panchayati Raj Department, Government of Orissa. 


FORMER GOVERNOR OF ORISSA PASSES AWAY 

: j d away in Chhenai 
j hri Gopal Ramanujan passe y in nai on June 
serine Governor of Fede aan fighter and prominent trade union leader. Hig 
8, 2001. He was a ve Shri M.M. Rajendran, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen 


Excellency the Governor, Shr 
Patnaik and several other Mi 
Shri Ramanujan and sent thet 


nisters have expressed profound grief at sad demise of 
r heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family, 


| 
i 
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Orissa News 


| SEMINAR ON IDEAL EDUCATION 


lis Excellency the Governor of Orissa, Shri M.M. Rajendran inaugurated a 5-day Seminar on ‘Role of Ideal 
ducation in Building a Powerful Nation’ organised by Bharat Sevashram Sangh at Puri on the occasion of 
he Platinum Jubilee celebrations, on June 18, 2001. Speaking on the occasion, Shri Rajendran said that 
| ducation is meaningful only when the right balance between material prosperity and spiritutal progress is 


aintained. He laid emphasis on the need for inculcateing in children the values that shape the destiny ofa 
ation 


Speaking on the occasion, the Gajapati Maharaja of d 
uri, Shri Dibya Singh Deb said that our nation could be a 
\ibrant one by reorganising our education system and 
H ncludi piritual education in our curricula. Vice-chancellor 
of Utke -ersity, Shri Gokulananda Das also spoke on the 
pecasion. Swami Jagannathananda read out the Annual Report. 
Bwami Buddies! ii Maharaj, Swami Ashokananda also 
padressed the gathering. 
i 


Earlier, His Excellency had unveiled the statue of Swami Pranav 


} »evashram Sangh and went round the temple. The Governor also paida visit 
| of Bharat Sevasram Sangh. 


ananda, the founder of Bharat 
(to the library and reading room 


© 


DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF UTKALMANI GOPABANDHU DAS 


| The 73rd death anniversary of Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das was observed on the Assembly premises 
) on June.21, 2001. At the beginning, Hon’ble Chief Minister and other guests offered floral tributes to the 
[great son of Orissa. Hon’ble Speaker of the Orissa Legislative Assembly, Shri Sarat Kumar Kar presided 
i over the meeting arranged on this occasion. Hon’ble Chief 
Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik described Utkalmani as a 
friend of the poor and recalled his services to the people 
particularly at the time of floods. Gopabandhu also played 4 
significant role in the freedom struggle and in the formation 
of Orissa as a separate province. 


‘ Among others, Hon’ble Ministers, Shri 
ia Biswabhusan Harichandan, Shri Surendranath Naik, Shri 
Arabinda Dhali, Shri Bhagabat Behera, and Shri Amat 
Prasad Satpathy, Government Chief Whip, Shri Pradeep 


Maharathi, MLAs, and freedom fighters were present in the 
meeting. 
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STATUE OF BAJI ROUT UNVEILED 


A statue of the martyr, Baji Rout was unveiled at Budhapali in Kankadahad block under Kamakshyanagar 
Sub-division by Hon’ble Minister of State for Labour and Employment, Shri Bimbadhar Kuanr, on June 23, 
2001. Ina mecting organised on this occasion, Shri Kuanr recalled the sacrifice of the 12-year old boy. He 
urged the people to instil a sense of patriotism in the minds of the younger generation. The Chief Speaker, 
Shri Darmendra Pradhan, MLA, Pallahara, said that the youth could pay their best tributes to Baji Rout by 
following his ideals. Freedom fighters, officers of the block and the general public attended the meeting. 


WORKSHOP ON FISCAL AND GOVERNANCE REFORMS 


A two-day workshop on Fiscal and Governance Reforms was organised by the Finance Department at Hotel 
Crown, Bhubaneswar on June 29 and 30, 2001. About 200 participants from different walks of life met there 
‘o make deliberations in order to find out ways to implement reforms and suggest solutions to the State’s 
‘ financial crisis. The participants 
included Ministers, former 
Ministers, MPs, MLAs, 
bureaucrats, academicians, 
oY Gs a ee / representatives of NGOs, banks 

, al, NY? ey - _ and local bodies, 
\ Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurated 


Cue oi ( 
the seminar on Friday. In his inaugural address, he dwelt upon the present financial position of the State and 
laid emphasis on aries management. He made a mention of the Government’s commitment to the 
implementation of reforms and called upon the participants to help in identifying areas of investments which 
Would ensure value addition, higher income generation and employment. 


: F i sided over the session and Chief Secretar 
; . inister, Shri Rama Krushna Patnaik presi ee : 4 
Hon’ble Finance Minis yynote address. Principal Secretary, Finance, Shri Ajit Kumar Tripathy also 


Shri Dp. Bagchi delivered the ke 
SPoke on the occasion. , 

The participants were divided into several working groups and held deliberatiogs on different topics. 
The Suggestions and recommendations of the groups were disclussed in the plenary at His Excellency 
the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran addressed the participants in the valedictory session pn Saturday, He 
Called Upon the people to make the reforms programme initiated by the pie ag a popes programme, 
Hon’ble Minister for Finance, Shri Ramakrushna Patnaik presided over the session and Principal Secretary, 


Finance, Shri Ajit Kumar Tripathy proposed a vote of thanks. 
PANCHABYADHI CHIKITSHA 


drive for the treatment of five diseases (Panchabyadhi Chikitsha) was inaugurated by Hon'ble Chief 
Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik at a function at Soochana Bhavan on saad 7 2001. Shri Patnaik said that quite 
4number of patients of our State suffer from one of the five diseases : malaria, diarrhoea, infection of lungs 
or leprosy, Early treatment of these diseases could cure the patients. Bs alo said that medicines for these 
diseases would be supplied in government hospitals, free of cost. Hon’ble Chief Minister also expected that 
he Media would come forward in creating an awareness among the people about the drives against these 

iseases, The Guest of Honour, Hon’ble Minister for Health and Family Welfare and Women and Child 
Development Dr Kamala Das , requested the Hon’ble Chief i ae to allocate more funds in the Budget 
for the health services. Hon’ble Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Shri Deb} Prasad Mishra 
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sought the coopcration of the people in making the programme a success. Ms Mcena Gupta, Secretary, 
Health and Family Welfare, presided over the meeting. 


STATUE OF BIJU PATNAIK UNVEILED 


A life-size sfatue of former Chicf Minister, Biju Patnaik was unveiled at Pipili by Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
Shri Naveen Patnaik on July 2, 2001. Shri Patnaik also inaugurated Biju Patnaik Children’s Park near Jawahar 
Vidyapitha. Shri Patnaik said that the present Government remained committed to realise Biju babu’s cherished 

. dream of achieving an all-round development of the State. The Government has undertaken several 
programmes for the development of Adivasis, Harijans, farmers, labourers and women. Shri Patnaik sought 
the help and support of women to make the programme Mission Shakti successful. 


Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Stecl, Shri Braja Kishore Tripathy, Hon’ble Minister for Urban 
| Development, P.G. and P.A., Shri Samir Dey and Government Chief Whip, Shri Pradeep Maharathi also 
spoke on the occasion. Smt Pratibha Maharathi presided over the meeting. Hon’ble Chief Minister distributed 
old age pension and distributed food grains to poor people under the Annapurna Scheme. 


EDUCATION GUARANTEE SCHEME LAUNCHED 


In an effort to make primary education accessible to children mostly in left-out areas, Government of Orissa 
| launched Education Guarantee Scheme (EGS) and Alternative and Innovative Education (AIE) programmeé 
on July 6, 2001. The EGS stipulates that a centre will be opened in a habitation where there is no primary 


a school within one km radius, and with at least 20-25 children in the age group of 6-14 in need of such 
| education. A centre will be opened within 100 days of placing the demand. 


‘The objective of the AIE scheme is to bring the ‘out of school’ children back to the mainstream in 
’, the habitations where schooling facility is available and to adopt strategies for children who are in difficult 
| circumstances to get into normal school. An AIE centre will be opened for such children. 


At a function organised at Soochana Bhavan on Friday, 
| Hon’ble Speaker of Orissa Legislative Assembly, 


the schemes were formally launched by © 


Shri Sarat Kumar Kar. The Chief Guest, Shri Kar said that 
the two schemes would supplement the Government’s efforts to universalise primary education. Hon'ble — 


Minister for School and Mass Education, Shri Bhagabat Behera, who presided over the meeting, said that 


Village Education Committes would look after these two programmes. Commissioner-cum-Secretary: 
| Ashok Kumar Tripathy delivered the welcome address. Pr 


z ; ve | 
| i oject Director of OPEPA, Shri Vijoy Aror gay’ 
the details of the schemes and proposed a vote of thanks. Among others, educationists and education 

, administrators attended the meeting. ae 
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| To protect the interests of the handloom weavers tt : Tring due to the implementatl 1, 

' tax on kerosene should be limited to 49 ” omon yarn in hanks should be exempted from tax, ® 

J muted to 4%, Hon'ble Union Minister for Fin Shri Yashwant Sinha pres! 
| over the Conference. ance, Shri Yashwan 

| — 
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Hon’bl 
e Chi ini 
ief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik receiv 


Berham 
pur Calamity Relief Committee an 


Minister’s Relief Fund on June 2, 2001 


k giving away ° 

y ‘Prakruti Mitra’ 
of the World feet B ‘a 
Forests and Environment ee 


d Singh is present. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister shri Naveen Patnai 
ds on the occasion 


‘Prakruti Bandhu’ awat s 
Hon'ble Minister for 


on June 5, : 
Shri Adwait Prasa 


ing a cheque for R: 

Heasi s.1,62,275/- 

anjam Chamber of Commerce 4 be by 
rime 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurating the function organised 


by Orissa Cine Critics’ Association on June 7, 2001. Hindi filmstar, 
Shri Akshay Kumar is present. 


a wyhhoali ? > 


i @ 


Hon’ ble Chief Minister, Shri Na 
Association at Soochana Bhav. 

_ of State for Steel, Shri Braj 
Shri Bimbadhar Kuanar; Shr 


veen Patnaik releasing the Souvenir of Orissa Mining Workers’ 
an on June 10, 2001. Also present are Hon’ble Union Minister’ 
a Kishore Tripathy, Hon’ble Ministers, Shri A.U. Singdeo, 

i Prafulla Ghadei, M.L.A. and Shri Sibananda Ray, Advocate. 


Naveen Patnaik presidin, 
: g over the m i 
he eee on June 13, 2001. 1 emer te = 
ief Secretary, Shri D.P. Bagchi and cnet 
icers. 


H oY . ia 
ie ble Chief Minister, Shri 
Wisin Relief Committee at t 
rt, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan, 


n with the Hon’ble Chief Mi 
Minister, Shri 
» Shri Naveen 


ding 4 discussiO! 
2001. Also present is Hon’ble Mini 
inister for Food 
& Civil 


pri Bed Prakash Agarwalla. 
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